
 

 

VFW Core Values 

Green Township Post 10380 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  

September 2023 

 To always put the interests of our members first 
 Treat donors as partners in our cause 
 Promote patriotism 
 Honor military service 
 Ensure the care of veterans and their families 
 Serve our communities 
 Promote a positive image of the VFW 
 Respect the diversity of veteran opinions 

VFW Mission 

Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly 

 

 To foster camaraderie among United States 
veterans of overseas conflicts 

 To serve our veterans, the military, and our 
communities 

 To advocate on behalf of all veterans 

The Post meeting is the                                   
Third Thursday each month 
7:30 p.m. (6:30 p.m. dinner)  

Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level 

6394 Wesselman Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45247 

513.598.3100                                            
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations) 

Meeting Date Staff Meeting Dates 

The 2023 Staff meetings will be  
 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

September 13 

October 11, November 8, December 13 
 

Nathanael Greene Lodge 

Wow, are we a busy Post! I love it! I can’t thank you all enough for making a difference in the lives of so 
many people; some we know well and some we’ve just met. Please keep up the great work and continue 

to get involved. You, the members, are reason we’re successful.  
 

I send my appreciation to the schools, organizations, and communities that invite us to participate in local 
events, especially Green Township. It is both a pleasure and honor to work with folks who appreciate and 

support Veterans and our Military. 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in, and attended, the Memorial Day Parade and Commemoration at 
Veterans Park. Thanks to Bob and Carolyn Abrams, Larry Chuma and all the volunteers for an outstanding 

and uniquely memorable Golf Outing on June 5, as you’ll see on pages 6-8. And a BIG THANK YOU to 
everyone who celebrated Post 10380’s 35th Anniversary at the August 17 Grill Out meeting. Bridgetown 

Finer Meats Catering and Nathanael Green’s staff did an outstanding job. Next newsletter will be 
dedicated to the 35th Anniversary. 
 

I would like to hear your thoughts on how best to communicate with Post members. Our current ways are: 

 Bridges Newsletter which includes information of past events, a Calendar of Annual Events, Veteran 

Service Officers (VSO) contact information, VA contacts for a variety of departments, contact persons 
for VFW funeral services and illness and bereavement 

 Website (www.vfw10380.org) front page contains information of upcoming meetings and events, a 

link to this newsletter, Campaign Ribbons for which Post members are eligible, and Benefits 

information and videos 

 Email reminders of meetings and some events, however, I actually send very few so as not to overload 

your inbox 

 Facebook VFW Post 10380 page provides photos and videos of events. However, for some unknown 

reason, the Post 10380 page is “under review for misrepresenting” ourselves. We’re getting no 
response from Facebook as to why. (What a crock of….) Still working on getting an answer 

 Phone Calls were made via a phone tree when I first joined the Post but is no longer in existence 

 Text messages work sometimes, but are labor intensive to set up and not everyone has a cell phone 

 Monthly Meetings 
 

As you know, in the past we’ve had to cancel the Veterans Day, Cars and Courage Car Show, and Purple 

Heart Day ceremonies due to inclement weather. There is nothing I hate more but safety is my primary 
concern. I spoke with Frank Birkenhauer, Green Township Administrator, and he offered use of 

Nathanael Green Lodge as an option in bad weather. Still working out the details; I’ll keep you posted!   

Hope you have a great Labor Day!                                             Mike  
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Mark your Calendar 

 Celebrate! 

Community Involvement 

On July 6, 2023 Post 10380 members Bob Abrams, Mike Donnelly and Tom Schmitz visited Mt. St. Joseph University, Delhi, and 
Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, KY to present donations to support their Student Veterans programs and centers.   

 

 

 

 

Left: Mt. St. Joseph University: Dan Emsicke—Sr. Philanthropy Adviser                   
Mary Mazuk—Director Academic Advising Resource Center, Bob Abrams—VFW      

Mike Donnelly—VFW, Amy Wolf—Assistant Director for Adult and Transfer              
Recruitment, Tom Schmitz—VFW, Blake Watson—Sports Information Manager         

Amy Burger—VA Certifying Official.  

Flag Retirement Ceremony  

October 7, 2023 

9:00 a.m. 

Veterans Park 

Harrison Avenue                                    

Community welcome! 

Community Involvement 

Post 10380 Color Guard 

was proud to open the                   

Fallen Heroes          

Golf Outing                   

at Elk Run Golf Club 

on July 9.  

 

 

 

 

John Kramer, Jack Taphorn, Mike Donnelly, Jeff King 

Right: Thomas More University: Bob Abrams—VFW, Mike Donnelly—VFW 

Michelle Vezina—Registrar and VA School Certifying Official, Tom Schmitz—VFW 
Diane Elerick, Assistant Registrar                                                                                  

Jack Rudnick—Retired Faculty and Navy Veteran 
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 Community Involvement 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 

60th Annual Salute to Our Pioneers  

Indian Creek Pioneer Church and Burial Ground 

 

The 60th Annual Salute to the Pioneers was held on May 21 at 

the Indian Creek Pioneer Church and Burial Ground in Reily 

Township. The program opened with an Invocation, followed 

by patriotic songs.  

Guest speaker, Gene Krebs, 

farmer and former Ohio State 

Representative spoke about 

innovations in no-till farming 

and the importance of        

farmland preservation.   

The ceremony 

concluded with 

Benediction 

and   

TAPS played 

by  

Mike Donnelly, 

VFW Post 

10380. 

 

On Sunday, May 21, 2023 Delhi Historical Association and Delhi Police     
Department held their annual Peace Officer Memorial Day program at     

Police Headquarters. The Roll Call of Names and Bell Salute was conducted   
in memory of those officers who have died.                                                          

John Bechtol was the only Delhi officer killed in the line of duty.  

The Delhi Police Honor Unit placed Memorial Wreaths at the                        
John Bechtol Memorial and at the entrance to the Police Department.  

The Hamilton County Police Association Honor Guard                                         
conducted a 21-gun Salute.  

Mike Donnelly, Post 10380 Honor Guard, played TAPS.  

John Bechtol Memorial 
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 Community Involvement          Memorial Day May 29, 2023 

Western Hills                        
Veterans Council                     

Memorial Day Parade 

Memorial Day Commemoration at Veterans Park 

The Annual Memorial Day 
Commemoration was 

opened by the               
Green Township Police & 
Fire Color Guard, VFW 

Post 10380 Honor Guard, 
and Oak Hills High School 

Bagpipers.  

Post 10380 Commander 
Mike Donnelly welcomed 
everyone and introduced 
honored guests. Chaplain 
Bob Abrams offered the 

Invocation. 

The National Anthem was 
beautifully performed by 
Natalie Klug, Seton High 

School Senior. 

Keynote Speaker              
Lou Terhar gave a moving 
and inspirational speech. 
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Memorial Day May 29, 2023 

Rest in Peace 

 Post 10380 

Comrades 

 

Fred DiPilla  

David Enginger 

William Groger 

Kenneth Tiemann 

Each item on the Missing Man Table     
represents the    
emotions and      
feelings reserved 
for those who did 
not come home.  

The ceremony symbolizes that they are with us, here in spirit. All Americans should 
never forget the brave men and women who answered our nation’s call to serve and 
fought for our freedom with honor.  

Placing the Covers for each Branch of Service are Ed Kramer—Army, Bill Daniel—
Marines, Jim Jansen—Navy, Tom Schmitz—Air Force, and Dave Lahni—Coast Guard 
as young AJ Buchanan respectfully watches. 

Post 10380 members who died in the past year were      

remembered in the Burning of the Names ceremony 

Post 10380 Chaplain Bob Abrams 
placed the Poppy Cross near the   

Vietnam Veterans Wall  

A special token of    
remembrance was found 
at the base of the Wall 

following the ceremony   

Post 10380 Honor Guard performed a 3-Round Volley Salute.         

Don Bill and Jeff King played Echo Taps  

Missing Man Table Ceremony  

Green Township 
Firefighters 



 

 

Golf Tournament June 5, 2023 
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Tom Anderson 

Mike Donnelly 

Bill Daniel 

Not once...not twice…but                                                         
THREE TIMES in ONE DAY!!                                                    

Colin Bobowski, LaSalle High School sophomore,                  
shot a record setting hole-in-one during our Golf Tournament.            

               Yep, Colin owns Aston Oaks Hole #6! 

Colin and his brothers were 
“celebrity hitters” from 
the LaSalle High School       

Golf Team 

3rd Hole In One on behalf 
of Lizzie & Brad              

Buchanan, Berlin Austin & 
Ryan Cornett  

Colin retrieves his           
3rd Hole In One of the day 

      Dick Post oversees  

golfers “outstanding” in their fields  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjXuoqz94LjAhVVCM0KHTBeB8YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fimage%2Ffrustrated-clipart-vintage-golf%2F61456.html&psig=AOvVaw2B-Dt4LYBBmttg0jeJBjIM&ust=15614932380
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 Community Involvement 

Here’s MY Ball 

Um, nope…    
HERE’S YOUR ball 

Alright ladies, let’s 
show ‘em how we play 

this game! 

Yay! The banana putter really works! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjiqsin-YLjAhVWWs0KHTPdDfAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjQxa6g-YLjAhUVH80KHemaAW4QjRx6BAgBEA
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  Golf Tournament June 5, 2023 

Aston Oaks staff did an awesome  
job keeping everyone served in 

snacks, drinks, and food!  

D 
I 
N 
N 
E 
R 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjw_OyJ_d7iAhUKKKwKHVuPATgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fthank-you&psig=AOvVaw2cJ8k_PJ-iT_LXP9cZoCrt&ust=1560258228170312
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpicsart.com%2Fi%2Fsticker-yummy-food-hungry-delicious-231849128055212&psig=AOvVaw1vqGJuGKJPehkJflE1d8ZV&ust=1573250082430561
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzycqerNLfAhWkxYMKHblZBTYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fcheers-beer&psig=AOvVaw2rzncBkdRXjjbRz8yt3o1M&ust=1546630088536309
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Jack Snyder 

VFW Youth Essay Scholarships: Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 

The VFW is now accepting entries into the 2023—2024 Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Scholarship            
Competitions. These competitions are dedicated to promoting patriotism among our nation’s youth. Students are asked 
to submit an essay in response to a question or statement on a subject which prompts them to consider how democratic 
ideals and principles apply to their lives. Deadline for submission to each competition is 5:00 p.m. October 31, 2023. 
  

Each contest consists of four levels. The first (entry) level is sponsored by local VFW Posts. Post winners will advance 
to the VFW District (regional) level where one first-place winner will advance to the VFW Department (state) level. 
Winners from each state will then compete for the national prizes. Prizes/awards can be awarded at each level.   

 The Voice of Democracy is open to students in grades 9—12. It has been the VFW’s premier scholarship program 
since 1947. Students compete by writing and recording an audio essay on a flash drive on a patriotic theme; they      
compete for more than $2 million in scholarships and incentives.  

 The Patriot’s Pen is open to students in grades 6—8. The top national winners all receive at least $500; the national 
first-place winner will receive a $5,000 award. 
  

Joe Augustine, Program Coordinator for Post 10380, has invited many local grade schools and high schools to            
participate. However, students may submit individually to VFW Post 10380, PO Box 62, North Bend, OH 45052    
if they are not participating through school. Entries will be judged by a panel of judges and prizes will be awarded by 
Post 10380 to the winners of each competition. 

The Voice of Democracy Competition is open to students in 

grades 9—12 who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial 

high school or a home study program in the United States and 

its territories; see Entry Form for additional details.  

  
2023-2024 Theme 

“What Are the Greatest Attributes of Our Democracy?” 
 

How to Enter  
Download Entry Form from https://www.vfw.org/community/

youth-and-education/youth-scholarships                                
Follow instructions on form 

  
Submission Deadline to Post 10380 

October 31, 2023  5:00 p.m.  
 

Judging Criteria 
Originality—30 points: Treatment of the theme should show 
imagination and human interest. 

Content—35 points: Clearly express his/her ideas in an      
organized manner. Fully develop the theme and use transitions 
to move smoothly from one idea to another. 

Delivery—35 points: Speak in a clear and credible manner. 
  

Voice of Democracy competition consists of four levels: 

 Entry: Top 3 Post 10380 winners receive monetary awards. 

                 Winner(s) will advance to the District. 
 District (Regional): One winner will advance to State 
 Department (State): Winners receive an all-expenses-paid 

     trip to Washington, D.C. to receive his/her award 
 National: Winner  competes for scholarships up to 

     $35,000  

The Patriot’s Pen Competition is open to students in grades 

6—8  who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial high 

school or a home study program in the United States and its 

territories; see Entry Form for additional details.  

  
2023-2024 Theme 

“How Are You Inspired by America?” 
 

How to Enter  
Download Entry Form from https://www.vfw.org/community/

youth-and-education/youth-scholarships                                
Follow instructions on form 

  
Submission Deadline to Post 10380 

October 31, 2023  5:00 p.m.  
 

Judging Criteria 
Knowledge of Theme—30 points: Must show thorough 
knowledge of the theme and demonstrate that you have       
researched the issue extensively.  

Theme Development—35 points: Answer all relevant facts 
about the theme such as the who, what, where, when and why. 
Relate the theme to your own experiences. 

Clarity of Ideas—35 points: Write your essay in an easy-to-
understand format, leaving your reader with a clear understand-
ing of your explanation of the theme. 

 

Patriot’s Pen competition consists of four levels: 

 Entry: Top 3 Post 10380 winners receive monetary 

                 awards. Winner(s) will advance to the District. 
 District (Regional) 
 Department (State) 
 National: Winners will receive at least $500; 1st Place  

     Winner will be awarded $5,000.  



 

 

August Raffle Winners 

 

Hamilton County Veterans Service Office 

230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH 

Room 1100 (1st floor)   513.946.3300 

 

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the  

following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly: 
 

 Dave Currence, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn  
County Veteran Service Office (VSO) ,           
165 Mary Street Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN 
47025  

 William Daniels, 513-946-3300—Hamilton   

County VSO 

 Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton  

County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court         

Coordinator 
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Information Corner 

Attendance: August meeting was the grill out 
        

Split-the-Pot: $267 Janie Oka, wife of Walter 
Oka’s son Tom (donated back $100) 
 

$50 Raffle: Raffles will be drawn at September  
                     meeting   
 $100 Raffle:  

VA Contact Information 
VA Benefits:     800.827.1000   

Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:  
     877.294.6380 

Debt Management:  800.827.0648   

Education (GI Bill):  888.442.4551 

Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387   

Status of Headstones/Markers:     
     800.697.6947  

Life Insurance:   800.669.8477 

Telecommunications Device for the Deaf 
(TDD):     800.829.4833 

Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /   
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite / 
Ionizing Radiation:  800.749.8387 

How Do I Join? 

VFW Post 10380 always welcomes   

new members. 

Contact Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249 

for eligibility requirements. 

Local Veteran Service Officers 

“Hey, have you heard this one?”                                  
Larry 

To All     
September 
Birthdays 

4th of July Celebration at Kuliga Park 

   What did the digital clock say to the wall clock?       
 

“Look, Ma, no hands!”  

We extend a warm welcome to the following  

new members who transferred in or joined our Post. 
  

Mike Haarmeyer 

Adam Kastner 
 

 We appreciate you choosing Post 10380 and hope you enjoy   

yourself. We welcome your suggestions and encourage you to                                 

become actively involved.  

Please ask us for help if / when you need it.                                                

If you like us, invite a buddy; if you don't, please tell us why. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to 

work the beer booth at the 4th of July         
Celebration at Kuliga Park and special thanks 

to Tom Schmitz for  
organizing it. 

  
Thank you to Ed Murphy and volunteers who 

manned the Post 10380       
Information Booth. 
 

Thanks to everyone who      

visited both booths! 

Ed Murphy, Bill Soto,        
Gino Servizzi in the 
Post 10380               
Information Booth 

Mary Sue Schmitz and      
Carolyn Abrams ready to 

sell beer tickets with     
Bill Ostermeyer,          

Irma and Dick Post 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiB5Mib0rPgAhVh6IMKHazsAmAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eos.org.uk%2Frecruiting-now-in-newcastle%2F&psig=AOvVaw30AmWFXPq5BX_SZU0b3HuX&ust=1549973123668204


 

 

2023 Calendar of Annual Events 
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January 

   

February 

 10  Harrison’s Tomb  

       Four Chaplains  

       Memorial Service at  

       St. Boniface Church 

March 

25  Flag Retirement  

      Ceremony    

 

April 

16  Kite Fly Veterans Park 

29  Cars & Courage Car   
      Show — Diamond  

      Oaks 

       

May 

29  Post 10380 Memorial  
      Day Ceremony 

29  Cheviot Memorial Day 

      Parade 

June 

  5  Memorial Day Golf   
      Outing at Aston Oaks 

 

July 

  3  Green Township   

      July 4th Celebration  

      at Kuliga Park 

   

August 

 7  Purple Heart Day at  
     Veterans Park   

17 Grill-Out/Post Meeting 

26 Green Township Kids 
     Fun Day at Veterans  
     Park 

September 

  7  Harvest Home Parade 

7-10  Harvest Home Fair  

 

Post 10380 Annual  
Raffle tickets available   

October 

  7  Flag Retirement 

      Ceremony 

 

 

 

     

November 

11  Post 10380 Veterans  

      Day Ceremony 

 

      Community Veterans  
      Day Ceremonies 
 

Reminder: Annual Dues 

December 

 1  Green Township  
     Winterfest 
 
 3  Pearl Harbor  
     Remembrance  
     Ceremony 

    

Reminders 

Illness & Bereavement 
 

Comrades, if you 
or your spouse are   
admitted to a       
Cincinnati area    
hospital,  

please contact:  

Ben Staubach 513.919.3659 

 

 

 

Funeral Service   
 

If you would like our Post 
Honor Guard to conduct a 
VFW ceremony at a   
funeral service, please  
contact Mike Donnelly 
513.675.4249 

 

 

Newsletter   

You can also view it in color on our 
website www.vfw10380.org 

  

 
For additional information on  

services or programs, or 
to be added to or  

removed from this mailing,  
contact Mike Donnelly 

513.675.4249 or  
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com 

Post 10380 Officers 

Commander:  

   Mike Donnelly   

Senior Vice-Commander 

   Dan Wilcox        
Junior Vice-Commander 

   Ed Murphy 
Quartermaster 

   Tom Schmitz  
Adjutant 

   Charlie Wilke   

Judge Advocate 

   Don Willwerth     

Chaplain 

   Bob Abrams         
Surgeon 

   Jim Jansen 
Officer of the Day 

   Ron Kelly   
Guard 

   Bill Soto  

Membership 

   Dan Cunningham 

Service Officer 

    

Trustee 1 Year 

   Donnie Becker 
Trustee 2 Year 

   Larry Chuma 
Trustee 3 Year 

   Jim Stanghetti 
Illness & Bereavement 

   Ben Staubach 

            

Monthly Meeting:   3rd Thursday, 6:30 p.m. dinner / 7:30 p.m. meeting 

Location: Nathanael Greene Lodge, 6394 Wesselman Road, Cincinnati, OH 45247 



 

 

www.vfw10380.org 

The Navy defends the right to 
travel and trade freely on the 
world’s oceans and protects  
national interests overseas. 

The U. S. Air Force protects 
American interests at home and 
abroad with a focus on air power. 

The Marine Corps is often first on the 
ground in combat situations. 

As the oldest branch of the U.S. 
Military, the Army protects the 
security of the United States and 
its resources. 

Green Township Post 10380  

Veterans of Foreign Wars  

 

The Coast Guard protects America’s 
waterways and deploys with the 
Navy during wartime. 

Comprised of the Army National Guard and Air National Guard, the        
National Guard is a versatile force, supporting combat missions, domestic 
emergencies, humanitarian efforts, homeland security operations, and more. 

The Space Force organizes, trains, and 
equips space forces in order to protect 
U.S. and allied interests in space and to 
provide space capabilities to the joint 
force. 


