Green Township Post 10380
Veterans of Foreign Wars
August 2022
Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly
I hope you’re enjoying your summer and staying safe in the heat.
I’d like to thank everyone who participated in the Memorial Day weekend events. I feel that it gets better
every year. I hope you took a moment to look closely at the new addition to the Vietnam Wall Memorial. Bill
Ostermeyer added the inspirational, realistic “Veteran” who rose from his wheelchair to salute. Thank you,
Bill and Bobbi Ostermeyer for your creative thinking. Thanks also to Rod Grubbs for the addition of the
canon to the Memorial Day Ceremony.
Thank you to Larry Chuma, and Carolyn and Bob Abrams for another outstanding Memorial Day Golf
Tournament. It couldn’t have been any better...well, maybe the Chaplain could work on more sunshine
for next year! (hehe)
In the past months, I have received calls from Veterans and Veterans’ family members asking what they need
to do to receive help from the VA. My first question to them is, “Are you (they) already in the VA system?”
Most say they are not; that the thought of signing up seems like a hassle. Well, it might be but the sooner you
do, the easier it will be. Just remember, it is a benefit that you earned and it will be beneficial to you, the
Veteran, and/or your spouse/family.
Writing about this topic in the Commander’s Comments seem to be effective, as I am also hearing from some
of you who have started the process. So I’m going to give you the steps to sign up….
Go to the website VA.gov and click on “Search ”. In the drop-down box, type ELIGIBILITY. On the next
page, scroll down a little and you will see:
1. https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/ Click on this link and read to see if you are eligible. If you
think you are, you can enroll in one of three ways: scroll further to enroll online, contact a Veteran Service
Officer (VSO) on page 10 in this newsletter, or go to the Cincinnati VA Medical Center and ask to speak
with a Veteran Service Officer (VSO). Once enrolled, the VA will assign you a Primary Care Physician
and make you an appointment for an entrance physical. After this initial appointment, you will have to go
yearly to stay enrolled. This last part is especially important! Keep your yearly appointment! (This process
does not require you to give up your private doctors.)
2. https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/ Click on this link and read thoroughly! It is highly
recommended that you utilize a good VSO to file and follow through on your disability claim. As I was
told years ago, “Remember that your time in the service is from the minute you signed the paper and took
the oath; your end time is your discharge. All that time you were the property of the military!”

Most importantly, be patient. The VA does not move fast. But you have to file!!
August 18 is the Grill-Out Meeting, 6:30 p.m. See you there!

Mike

VFW Mission

VFW Core Values















To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
To serve our veterans, the military, and our
communities
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

Meeting Date
The Post meeting is the
Third Thursday each month
7:30 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

To always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Staff Meeting Date
The 2022 Staff meetings will be
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
August 10
September 7
October 12
Nathanael Greene Lodge

Stay Cool!

Mark your Calendar
The Order of the Purple Heart
Cincinnati Chapter 3620 & Chapter 156
commemorate
Purple Heart Day
August 7, 2021
12:00 p.m.

Post 10380

Post 10380

Annual Grill-Out
Meeting

Aug. 18, 2022
6:30 pm

Dinner
catered by
Bridgetown
Finer
Meats

Veterans Park / 6231 Harrison Avenue / Cincinnati, OH
Public is invited

Invite a veteran friend to join us
for good food, drinks, and
camaraderie

Kids Fun Day
August 27, 2022
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Veterans Park

Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office
and
Miami Township
Fire Department
Saturday,
October 29, 2022

The Annual Harvest Home Parade
Thursday, September 8, 2022
6:00 p.m.
Harvest Home Fair runs

•
•
•
•

Thursday September 8: Parade 6pm, Fair open until 10pm
Friday September 9: 5-11pm
Saturday September 10: Noon-11pm
Sunday September 11: Noon-8pm
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DROP OFF:
Miami Township
Fire Station
3780 Shady Lane
North Bend, OH
45052
No need to get out
of your vehicle—
follow the signs to
drive through the
Fire Station Bay
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“In Flanders Fields”
“In Flanders Fields”, one of history’s most famous wartime poems, written in 1915 during the First World
War by Canadian officer and surgeon John McCrae. It helped popularize the red poppy as a symbol of
remembrance.
When he volunteered at age 41 for service in the First World War, McCrae wrote to a friend that “I am really
rather afraid, but more afraid to stay at home with my conscience.” In April 1915, McCrae and a young friend,
Alexis Helmer, joined the 18,000 soldiers of the First Canadian Division in their positions near Ypres, Belgium. The Second Battle
of Ypres commenced on 22 April and lasted for six hellish weeks. It was during this battle that the Germans launched the first
large-scale poison gas attacks of the war.
A Montréal physician, McCrae served as a major and a surgeon with the
Canadian Field Artillery, in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Ypres
was the Force’s first major engagement of the war. “The general
impression in my mind is of a nightmare,” McCrae wrote to his mother,
“…And behind it all was the constant background of the sights of the

In Flanders
Fields

dead, the wounded, the maimed, and a terrible anxiety lest the line

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

should give way.”
On 2 May, Alexis Helmer was killed. Because the brigade chaplain
was absent, McCrae—as the brigade doctor—conducted the burial
service for his friend. Later, at Helmer’s grave, he wrote a few lines of
verse that were the beginning of the poem “In Flanders Fields.”
Before the war, McCrae had written poetry in Canada, and some of his
work had been published. McCrae later sent a finished copy of his war
poem to The Spectator magazine in London, where it was rejected.

Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place;
and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow

But a journalist who visited the hospital took a copy back
to Punch magazine, which printed it—anonymously, without McCrae’s
name—on 8 December 1915. Within months it became the most
popular poem of the war. Its powerful use of the symbol of the poppies
blooming from the churned earth led to the tradition, to this day, of the
poppy as a symbol of remembrance for those killed in service.
The poppy is a symbol of Remembrance
and Hope, including hope for a positive

future and peaceful world.

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep.
by John McCrae

They are a show of support for the Armed Forces community and a
symbol of Remembrance for all those who have fallen in conflict.
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Community Involvement
Bob Abrams Warbirds Recognition Award 2022
For the past 20 years, over the Memorial Day weekend, the Cincinnati Warbirds EAA Squadron 18, Inc. has
sponsored a Swing Dance and USO Show to Honor Veterans. This special event was held on May 28, 2022
at Moonlight Gardens in Coney Island.
Among the highlights of the evening, military Chaplain LCDR Bill Greenwald led everyone in a moment of silence and prayer and the
playing of TAPS to honor those Veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice. Four local Veterans, nominated by their peers for special
recognition, were honored with the presentation of plaques.
Congratulations to
Post 10380 member
Bob Abrams
recipient of an award for
Distinguished Military Service

Memorial Day Parade May 30, 2022

The Parade Begins

Bud Becker
Grand Marshal

Cheviot Cemetery

It was a beautiful day for the
Western Hills Veterans Council’s
Annual Memorial Day Parade
in Cheviot.
Led by the Cheviot Police and Fire Departments the
parade made it’s way down Harrison Avenue, stopping
at the Cheviot Cemetery to honor those who passed
with Shadow TAPS.
Tom Schmitz

Charlie Wilke
Mike Donnelly

Bob Abrams
Korean Float-Bill Ostermeyer

Rebold & Son
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Dick Post Korea 1954-1955
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Memorial Day Commemoration May 30, 2022

Rest in Peace
Post 10380
Comrades
Dale L Berninger
“In Flanders
Field”
was read by
Ed Murphy

Eugene D. Ruwe
Michael J. Wolfer

Burning the Names
in memory of those
who died in the
past year

Missing Man Table
Green Township Police Color Guard
entered the plaza to open the program

Poppy Cross was placed
at the Vietnam Wall by
Bob Abrams who then
stepped back and saluted

Don Bill Post 10380 Rifle Detail
World War I Memorial

Bagpipers

World War II Memorial
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Historical Cannon Salute, Rod Grubbs
Korean Memorial

We Remember
Vietnam Wall Memorial
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Golf Outing June 6, 2022

The day began with blue skies as Michelle Klug sang the National Anthem, Bob Abrams offered a
prayer, and everyone said the Pledge of Allegiance as the Color Guard stood guard ...

And then the rain came….

But it didn’t stop
the fun!

Mike Donnelly

Tom Anderson
Bill
Page 6

Get your Split-the-Pot tickets!
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Golf Outing June 2022

Delish Buffet Dinner
Awesome Aston Oaks Staff

Tom Schmitz won the
Brogan Tires

Community Involvement
Cheviot Eagles Motorcycle Ride 6-18-2022
The Eagle Riders of Cheviot, Ohio, #2197 hit the highway
for their Annual Honor Run Saturday, June 18, 2022.
The group holds the run each year to benefit Honor Flight
Tri-State, which raises money to fly Veterans to
Washington, D.C., to see the memorial built in honor of
their service.
Post 10380 members and Color Guard participated in the
opening ceremony.

Independence Day Celebration Kuliga Park July 3, 2022
After a two-year break,
the Green Township
Independence Day
Fireworks and Celebration
was back!
Post 10380 members were
happy to man the
Post’s Welcome Home
Information Booth and
Beer Booths again this
year! Thank you to all our
volunteers.
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Ed Murphy, Tim Burda
Bill Soto, Audrey Burda

Tim Waechter sells 1st beer!
Tim & Audrey Burda, Donnie
Becker, Tom Schmitz, John Schill

Joe Mechley, Mike O’Mara, Tom Schmitz
Jim Schiebling, Bill Ostermeyer
Jerry Rowland, Sharon Jansen
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An Untold Story of My “Tank Shop”
By Joe Sedler
The main character in this story is my father, Frank Patrick “Pat” Sedler. But, in telling this story, I must go back in time to my
grandfather, Frank Joseph Sedler (1890-1944) and the origins of Home City Ice. My grandfather started Home City Ice in 1924 at
the original Sayler Park location, with a 40-ton block plant that produced 300-pound blocks of ice. My grandfather had both a
tremendous creative engineering ability as well as a superb work ethic.
His oldest son Pat, my dad, grew up in the 1930’s learning the ice business basics and being mentored by his father. When the U.S.
entered WWII after the December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, Dad was a student at Xavier University.
He enlisted in the Navy Air Corp in early 1942. During the next two years, he
trained to fly the F6F Hellcat, a Navy fighter plane that operated off aircraft
carriers.
Training to take-off and land on aircraft carriers was both intensive and
extensive. The training took Dad from Illinois to Florida, and to numerous
other training bases.
In 1944, my grandfather passed away suddenly at the age of 53, leaving my
grandmother, Loretta, with the task of leading and managing the ice business in
addition to caring for their family; their youngest son, Tom, was only 12-years
old at that time.
Pat Sedler standing
on the wing of the
F6F Hellcat

A Hellcat Carrier-F6F
being launched from the
USS Monterey in the Gulf
of Mexico 1953

Even though my grandmother did have some business experience, the loss of
my grandfather was a devastating blow. She relied on the help of her two older
daughters to keep the business going. She also wrote letters to her congressman, hoping that my Dad could
be released from the Navy and return home to help run the family business. Her requests were rejected; Dad continued his flight
training in Corpus Christi, Texas.
At 22 years old, Dad’s focus was to help defend his country. He continued flying until the war was over in the Pacific Theatre
against the Japanese, making forty-three carrier landings on the USS Independence in the F6F Hellcat. “WAR OVER, THANK
GOD!” he wrote in his flight logbook. He participated in the “show of force fly-over” over Japan as the war ended. Because he
loved flying, he continued to serve and fly fighter aircraft in the Navy Reserves until 1954.
Dad was a proud and humble man, and he was happy to get back home to take over the tasks of ice production and leading Home
City Ice. Many years later, when new markets and expanded sales occurred, new manufacturing plants had to be built. Dad was
dedicated completely to the Sayler Park Plant and the day-to-day running of the business, assisted by his siblings and employees.

Dad’s experience of growing up in the family business had a great influence on me with each new plant we built over the years.
Thinking all the way back to my Grandfather, Frank, with his engineering influence and dedication, it is clear that his legacy
continued throughout the career of my Dad, and now continues on in my life and in the lives of my three sons, Nick, Dan and Ben.

As I got closer to retirement, my life-long interest in
WWII tanks became my hobby. Along with my three
sons, I purchased an M5A1 Stuart Tank from California
about six years ago.
This was the beginning of my WWII armored collection.
With the building of my “tank shop” at my home in
Delhi, my collection grew. My sons and I have been
working hard to re-condition these vehicles into museum
quality pieces.
Ed Burke checked out the M18

As a way to honor Veterans, I welcome visitors to come
see my collection and learn a few things about these tanks
and WWII history.

The “Tank Shop”

Editors’ Notes:
• The carrier base Hell F6F Cat was developed to oppose the Japanese A6M Zero's. The F6F could fly higher and deliver more
firepower than the Japanese plane, making it the superior aircraft in the Pacific.
•

Post 10380 is pleased to share this story of Joe Sedler, Home City Ice. Joe is proud to show his patriotism and has regularly
participated with our VFW Post 10380 in several local parade and events. We are grateful to Home City Ice for their Gold
Sponsorship of Post 10380.
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Airborne Hazards and Burn Pit Exposures
Public Health

On April 25, 2022, VA announced that nine rare respiratory cancers are
now presumed service-connected disabilities due to military environmental exposures to fine particulate matter. These cancers
include:
• Squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx
• Squamous cell carcinoma of the trachea
• Adenocarcinoma of the trachea
• Salivary gland-type tumors of the trachea
• Adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung
• Large cell carcinoma of the lung
• Salivary gland-type tumors of the lung
• Sarcomatoid carcinoma of the lung
• Typical and atypical carcinoid of the lung
VA will process disability compensation claims for these conditions for Veterans who served any amount of time in the Southwest
Asia theater of operations beginning Aug. 2, 1990, to the present, or Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Syria or Djibouti beginning Sept. 19,
2001, to the present.
See the Federal Register Notice: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-04-26/pdf/2022-08820.pdf

VA Added 3 Presumptive Conditions Related to Particulate Matter Exposure
The new presumptive conditions are asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis. To be eligible for benefits, you must have gotten one of these
conditions within 10 years of your separation from active service. This will expand benefits for Veterans who served in:
•

Afghanistan, Djibouti, Syria, and Uzbekistan during the Persian Gulf War, from September 19, 2001, to the present, or
The Southwest Asia theater of operations from August 2, 1990, to the present

If you have a pending claim for one or more of these conditions, you don’t need to do anything. We’ll send you a decision notice
when we complete our review. For more information about VA benefits and eligibility, or how to file a claim, Veterans and
survivors can visit www.VA.gov or call toll-free at 1-800-827-1000.
Regulation Summary:
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is issuing this interim final rule to amend its adjudication regulations to establish
presumptive service connection for three chronic respiratory health conditions, i.e., asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis, to include
rhinosinusitis, in association with presumed exposures to fine, particulate matter. These presumptions would apply to veterans with
a qualifying period of service, i.e., who served on active military, naval, or air service in the Southwest Asia theater of operations
during the Persian Gulf War (hereafter Gulf War), as well as in Afghanistan, Syria, Djibouti, or Uzbekistan, on or after September
19, 2001, during the Gulf War. This amendment is necessary to provide expeditious health care, services, and benefits to Gulf War
Veterans who were potentially exposed to fine, particulate matter associated with deployment to the Southwest Asia theater of
operations, as well as Afghanistan, Syria, Djibouti, and Uzbekistan. The intended effect of this amendment is to address the needs
and concerns of Gulf War Veterans and service members who have served and continue to serve in these locations as military
operations in the Southwest Asia theater of operations have been ongoing from August 1990 until the present time. Neither Congress
nor the President has established an end date for the Gulf War. Therefore, to provide immediate health care, services, and benefits to
current and future Gulf War Veterans who may be affected by particulate matter due to their military service, VA intends to provide
presumptive service connection for the chronic disabilities of asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis, to include rhinosinusitis, as well as a
presumption of exposure to fine, particulate matter. This will ease the evidentiary burden of Gulf War Veterans who file claims with
VA for these three conditions, which are among the most commonly claimed respiratory conditions.
Dates:
Effective Date: This interim final rule is effective on August 5, 2021
Applicability Date: The provisions of this interim final rule shall apply to all applications for service connection for asthma, rhinitis,
and sinusitis based on service in the Southwest Asia theater of operations, as well as Afghanistan, Syria, Djibouti, or Uzbekistan,
during the Persian Gulf War that are received by VA on or after August 5, 2021, or that were pending before VA, the United States
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, or the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit on August 5, 2021.
See the Regulation: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/08/05/2021-16693/presumptive-service-connection-forJack Snyder
respiratory-conditions-due-to-exposure-to-particulate-matterr
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Information Corner
For the Good of the Order

Local Veteran Service Officers
Hamilton County Veterans Service Office
230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH
Room 1100 (1st floor) 513.946.3300
To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the
following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly:

 Dave Currence, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn

Make your final wishes for Military Honors known.
Take your DD214 to
Your Funeral Director and
Post 10380 Adjutant, Charlie Wilke.

County Veteran Service Office (VSO) ,
165 Mary Street Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN
47025

 William Daniels, 513-946-3300—Hamilton
County VSO
 Roger Giblin, 513.684.2661—VFW VSO

 Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton
County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court
Coordinator
We extend a warm welcome to the following
new members who transferred in or joined our Post.

John Schill

VA Contact Information
VA Benefits:
800.827.1000
Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:
877.294.6380
Debt Management:
800.827.0648
Education (GI Bill):
888.442.4551
Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387
Status of Headstones/Markers:
800.697.6947
Life Insurance:
800.669.8477
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD):
800.829.4833
Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite /
Ionizing Radiation:
800.749.8387

June Raffle Winners
Attendance: Bill Daniel
Split-the-Pot: Charlie Wilke
$50 Raffle: Donnie Becker

We appreciate you choosing Post 10380 and hope you enjoy yourself.
We welcome your suggestions and encourage you to
become actively involved.
Please ask us for help if / when you need it.
If you like us, invite a buddy; if you don't, please tell us why.

“Hey, have you heard this one?”
Larry
Did you know that England has no kidney bank,
but it does have a Liverpool!

How Do I Join?
VFW Post 10380 always welcomes
new members.
Contact Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249
for eligibility requirements.

To All
July &
August
Birthdays

$100 Raffle: Abby Hindman
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2022 Calendar of Annual Events
January

April

February

March

11 Harrison’s Tomb
13 Four Chaplains
Memorial Service at
St. Boniface Church

26 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

May

June

24 Kite Fly Veterans Park 30 Post 10380 Memorial
Day Ceremony
xx Cars & Courage Car
30 Cheviot Memorial Day
Show — Diamond
Oaks
Parade

Reminders
Illness & Bereavement

6 Memorial Day Golf
Outing at Aston Oaks

Comrades, if you
or your spouse are
admitted to a
Cincinnati area
hospital,
please contact:
Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249

Funeral Service
July

August

September

3 Green Township
July 4th Celebration
at Kuliga Park

7 Purple Heart Day at
Veterans Park
18 Grill-Out/Post Meeting

8 Harvest Home Parade
8-11 Harvest Home Fair

27 Green Township Kids
Fun Day at Veterans
Park
October
8 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

Post 10380 Annual
Raffle tickets available

Newsletter

November

December

11 Post 10380 Veterans
Day Ceremony

2 Green Township
Winterfest

Community Veterans
Day Ceremonies

If you would like our Post
Honor Guard to conduct a
VFW ceremony at a
funeral service, please
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249

4 Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Ceremony

Reminder: Annual Dues

You can also view it in color on our
website www.vfw10380.org

For additional information on
services or programs, or
to be added to or
removed from this mailing,
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249 or
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com

Monthly: 3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge

Post 10380 Officers
Commander:
Mike Donnelly
Senior Vice-Commander
Dan Wilcox
Junior Vice-Commander
Ed Murphy
Quartermaster
Tom Schmitz
Adjutant
Charlie Wilke
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Judge Advocate
Don Willwerth
Chaplain
Bob Abrams
Surgeon
Jim Jansen
Officer of the Day
Ron Kelly
Guard
Bill Soto
Membership

Service Officer
Roger Giblin
Trustee 1 Year
Larry Chuma
Trustee 2 Year
Jim Stanghetti
Trustee 3 Year
Donnie Becker
Illness & Bereavement
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As the oldest branch of the U.S.
Military, the Army protects the
security of the United States and
its resources.

The Marine Corps is often first on the
ground in combat situations.

The Navy defends the right to
travel and trade freely on the
world’s oceans and protects
national interests overseas.

The U. S. Air Force protects
American interests at home and
abroad with a focus on air power.

The Space Force organizes, trains, and
equips space forces in order to protect
U.S. and allied interests in space and to
provide space capabilities to the joint
force.

The Coast Guard protects America’s
waterways and deploys with the
Navy during wartime.

Comprised of the Army National Guard and Air National Guard, the
National Guard is a versatile force, supporting combat missions, domestic
emergencies, humanitarian efforts, homeland security operations, and more.

www.vfw10380.org

