
 

 

VFW Core Values 

Green Township Post 10380 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  

January 2022 

 To always put the interests of our members first 
 Treat donors as partners in our cause 
 Promote patriotism 
 Honor military service 
 Ensure the care of veterans and their families 
 Serve our communities 
 Promote a positive image of the VFW 
 Respect the diversity of veteran opinions 

VFW Mission 

Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly 

 

 To foster camaraderie among United States 
veterans of overseas conflicts 

 To serve our veterans, the military, and our 
communities 

 To advocate on behalf of all veterans 

The Post meeting is the                                   
Third Thursday each month 

7:30 p.m.  

Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level 

6394 Wesselman Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45247 

513.598.3100                                            
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations) 

Meeting Date Staff Meeting Date 
The 2022 Staff meetings will be  

 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

February 9 
 

March 9 / April 13 
 
 

Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level 

I hope everyone is having a happy and healthy start to the New Year. As we move into 2022, Post 10380 
continues to remain very active and planning activities for the year. I hope this edition will be helpful to many 
Veterans and not feel like “information overload”. Please share if you think it will help a friend. 
 

In a recent VA email I came across a December 20, 2021 article written by April Cunningham, Chief of the 
VBA’s Office of Strategic Engagement, in which she explained the process of filing a claim for benefits 
suffered during or after your time in the service. The following is an excerpt from the article: 

 VA disability compensation benefits are a monthly, tax-free payment to Veterans who were injured, 
sustained a long-term illness, or experienced a worsening medical condition during their military service.   

 In addition to compensating Veterans who incurred disabilities while serving in the military, Veterans 
may also be granted compensation for specific post-service medical conditions that arose because of their 
military service. Known as presumptive disabilities, these conditions may not have arisen in service but may 
be granted as service-connected because its occurrence can be linked directly to your military service. 

 VA recently added new medical conditions to a growing list of presumptive disabilities. These 
conditions can be presumed to have occurred because of an exposure to Agent Orange, Ionizing Radiation, 
and service in the Gulf War.  

The article also detailed, in part, the four steps in filing a disability claim as follow: 

1. Gather any documentation and/or required forms (VA Form 21-526EZ) 

2. File the claim in one of the following ways: Online, In-person with a VA representative or with a Veteran 
Service Officer (VSO), or by mail. 

3. VA will review your claim (which may take a few months), make a decision on your claim, then notify 
you by mail of their decision, which will include specific details regarding their decision. 

4. You may ask for a second review if you are not satisfied with their decision. 
 

I share this especially for Gulf War Veterans. PLEASE FILE A CLAIM for whatever ails you. If it is 

CHRONIC by definition—(of an illness) persisting for a long time, or recurring (i.e. chronic bronchitis) you 

may suffer from an illness that the VA considers presumptive.  

By you filing a claim, it not only helps you, it helps all who have served in the Gulf War. The more Veterans 

who file for the same disease is how it eventually becomes presumptive, i.e. Vietnam Veterans filing for 

diabetes helped lead to Agent Orange becoming presumptive.                             Mike  



 

 

      Happy New Year! 
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Mark your Calendar 

Annual Four Chaplains Memorial Service 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

11:oo a.m. 
  
  

St. Boniface Church 
1750 Chase Avenue / Cincinnati, OH 45223 

  
All families and friends are welcome to  

attend this annual observance.  All faiths welcome. 
  

Color Guards from over 20 organizations will participate in this very moving memorial service.  

 Harrison Symmes Memorial Foundation 

President William Henry Harrison 
249th Anniversary Birthday Tribute Memorial Walk 

February 11, 2022 
 

 10:30 a.m.  Gather at Municipal Building / 21 Taylor Avenue                              
 10:45 a.m.  Walk to Harrison Tomb / 2 Cliff Road, North Bend                 
 11:00 a.m.  Wreath Laying 
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                                  The VFW Logo 

Same Proud History. Same Strong Commitment. Bold New Look. 
 

This logo includes an artistic representation of service stripes, easily recognizable insignia indicative of military service. Worn on 

most service uniforms, they denote length of service. As such, the first and leaner of the two service stripes represents our     

steadfast entry into our second century of service to America’s Veterans, service members and their families. The second, broader 

stripe represents our first storied century of service, spanning back to 1899. 

  

The bold letters and sharp angles of this text represent the strength and stability of our organization, and the clarity with which we 

work to fulfill our mission. The use of vibrant red represents the danger our members have faced, the bloodshed they experienced 

and the energy with which our organization operates. The gallant gold represents our members’ achievements, acts of valor and the 

unique VFW eligibility status they’ve earned. Further, it epitomizes our gold standard of service. 

  

The custom upper case letters were especially designed with an extended width to symbolize an organization that is well           

established. Combined with a tight letter spacing, these letters visually build a solid and confident block that reflects the unified 

culture of our organization. In addition to the direct metaphor of the stripes, the visual progression leading to the build of the letter 

“V” represents our sustained and forward movement into achieving the VFW’s mission. In order to bring the acronym and title   

together, the gold stripes and the “V” from “VETERANS” have been carefully drawn to align on the same axis, emphasizing the 

element of continuity. 
  

Source: https://www.vfw.org/vfwmarks 

The VFW Seal 

   The VFW seal, the insignia of our organization, is 1,000 years old. 
  
The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States was founded in 1899 but the Cross of Malta was created hundreds of years ago  

by a group of men known as the Crusaders. Those men were warriors who campaigned, fought and willingly sacrificed their lives in 

defense of human liberties. Those early warriors served mankind in many other ways – always under the sign of the Maltese Cross, 

the symbolic banner of their own choice.  

  

Why did the Veterans of Foreign Wars select the Cross of Malta as its emblem? What has been added to make the VFW insignia    

we know today? Let us look closely at our emblem for a few minutes. Let us understand its history and its present significance.  

  

We see that the VFW insignia is the eight-pointed Maltese Cross on a background of radiating solar rays. Upon the Cross is         

superimposed the Great Seal of the United States, encircled by the name of our organization. What does the entire design mean?  

  

Every detail in the VFW insignia has some definite meaning. The Cross, the rays and the seal together symbolize the character,  

vows and purposes distinguishing the Veterans of Foreign Wars as a vigorous order of men who have traveled far from home to  

fight for the principles to which they are pledged. 

  

To understand fully the meaning of the Cross of Malta, we must look back nearly a thousand years to the Crusades, waged in the 

Middle East. There we see the Malta Cross as the insignia of the Knights of St. John, the world’s first great brotherhood of men 

pledged to chivalry. 

 

During the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the Knights of St. John also fought gallantly, far from their homes, in defense 

of religious freedom. At the same time they administered to the sick, the needy and to the poor. 

  

The Knights of St. John were men from all walks of life. They were noblemen and priests, artisans and laborers. Regardless of     

their birth, however, they were brothers bound by a common oath of unity, bravery and service to mankind. Together they waged 

many fierce battles against intolerance. They carried their crusades across deserts and seas, into the Holy Land, Cyprus, Rhodes    

and Malta.                                                                                                                                                                                Cont. page 4   

https://www.vfw.org/vfwmarks
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    The VFW Seal 

Continued from page 3 

 

Those crusaders adopted the Cross of Malta as their insignia because its eight points symbolized the beatitudes prescribed in the   

Sermon on the Mount. Those are, in effect, (1) blessed are the poor in spirit, (2) the meek, (3) the pure, (4) the merciful and (5) the 

peacemakers (6) blessed are they that mourn and (7) seek righteousness and (8) they who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  

  

The Cross of Malta had a religious origin but the Knights of St. John also made it the battle standard for all men, women, and       

children struggling against oppression. The things for which the crusaders fought a thousand years ago are identical to the present 

day principles of Democracy – freedom, justice and tolerance.  

  

These are the reasons why a handful of American fighting men who founded the Veterans of Foreign Wars selected the Cross of  

Malta as their insignia. They were establishing a new brotherhood of crusaders from all walks of life who have gone into battlefields 

around the world to fight for human rights.  

  

Between the eight points of the Cross, the Veterans of Foreign Wars has added the sun’s rays. These emphasize the vigor and warmth 

with which the present day brotherhood is pledged to defend the nation and to extend its mercy.  

  

Over the Cross of Malta is superimposed the American eagle. Everyone recognizes this as the sacred symbol of a proud nation whose 

men through many generations have fought and sacrificed to preserve our way of living.  

  

The VFW Cross of Malta represents the purposes of the modern overseas war Veterans’ organization, as set forth in official archives. 

  

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is chartered by the Congress of the United States. That charter prescribes specifically the character    

of this rapidly growing order. 

 

Article I of the VFW Constitution also states that the objective of the order shall be fraternal, patriotic, historical and educational; 

that its members shall preserve and strengthen comradeship; that they shall maintain allegiance to the government of the United 

States and fidelity to its laws; that the members shall foster true patriotism, extend American freedoms and defend this nation from 

all enemies.  

  

When a person joins the Veterans of Foreign Wars they vow “in the presence of Almighty God and the members of this Order” to 

maintain loyalty to the government, to the VFW, and to their fellow comrades.     

  

When the new member is given the Cross of Malta they become part of a great brotherhood of overseas veterans. They pledge to 

keep on crusading with them for the freedom of mankind during the years of peace as well as in war. Men and women qualified to 

wear the VFW emblem have earned it honestly, and they wear it proudly.  

  

That explains the symbolism of the VFW Cross of Malta; it expresses simply but adequately the character and the objectives of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

  

Usage of the VFW Cross of Malta is for special and distinguished situations only, generally reserved for official items to include: 

    ►  VFW covers and pins  ►  Awards ►  Flags  ►  Select signage 

        ►  Official executive correspondence  

    ►  Select VFW Store items when the Cross of Malta can be reproduced consistently and in its entirety 

  
Source: https://www.vfw.org/vfwmarks 

    

https://www.vfw.org/vfwmarks
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            Office of Public Affairs 

Gulf War Service 

For VA benefit purposes, Gulf War service is active military duty in any of the following areas in the Southwest Asia theater of 
military operations at any time August 2, 1990 to present. This includes Veterans who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003-
2010) and Operation New Dawn (2010-2011). 

• Iraq 

• Kuwait 

• Saudi Arabia 

• The neutral zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia 

• Bahrain 

• Qatar 

• The United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) 

• Oman 

• Gulf of Aden 

• Gulf of Oman 

• Waters of the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, and the Red Sea 

• The airspace above these locations 
  

VA offers eligible Veterans a free Gulf War Registry health exam to find possible long-term health problems related to Gulf War  
 

Source: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/military-service.asp 

Public Health 

Benefits Overview for Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses 

VA offers health registry exams, health care, disability compensation and other benefits to eligible Gulf War Veterans. Their        
dependents and survivors also may be eligible for benefits. 

 

Health Care for Veterans 

Gulf War Veterans may be eligible for: 

• Gulf War Registry Health Exam, a free exam for possible long-term health problems associated with Gulf War service during        
Operation Desert Shield, Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation New Dawn. You don't need to be       
enrolled in VA health care to take part.  (https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/registry-exam.asp) 

• Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, document your exposures and health concerns through an online questionnaire. 
You don't need to be enrolled in VA health care to take part. (https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/registry.asp 

• Health Care, a full range of medical benefits. There are many ways a Veteran may qualify. (https://www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/gulfwar/benefits/health-care.asp) 

 

Disability Compensation for Veterans 

Veterans may be eligible for disability compensation if they have a service-related disability and were discharged under other than 
dishonorable conditions. VA has recognized medically unexplained illnesses (popularly called "Gulf War Syndrome") and certain  
infectious diseases as associated with military service in the Southwest Asia theater of military operations. 

VA also presumes that amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) diagnosed in all Veterans with 90 days or more continuous active military 
service is related to their service. ALS, however, is not associated with a specific military exposure.  

 

Survivors' Benefits 

Surviving spouses, dependent children and dependent parents of Gulf War Veterans who died as the result of illnesses related to  
Gulf War service may be eligible for health care, compensation, education, and home loan benefits.  
 
 

Source: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/index.asp 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidj4W8gtvkAhWFvp4KHf5_BwUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oyzAe4wVwuYPNebSWaN8X&ust=1568918280802481
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/health-care.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/medically-unexplained-illness.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/infectious_diseases.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/military-service.asp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidj4W8gtvkAhWFvp4KHf5_BwUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oyzAe4wVwuYPNebSWaN8X&ust=1568918280802481
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Gulf War Veterans’ Medically Unexplained Illnesses 

A prominent condition affecting Gulf War Veterans is a cluster of medically unexplained chronic symptoms that can include fatigue, 
headaches, joint pain, indigestion, insomnia, dizziness, respiratory disorders, and memory problems. VA refers to these illnesses as 
"chronic multi-symptom illness" and "undiagnosed illnesses." They prefer not to use the term “Gulf War Syndrome” when referring 
to medically unexplained symptoms reported by Gulf War Veterans. Why? Because symptoms vary widely. 

Military Service Connection—Gulf War Veterans who meet the criteria below do not need to prove a connection between their     
military service and illnesses in order to receive VA disability compensation. VA presumes certain chronic, unexplained symptoms 
existing for 6 months or more are related to Gulf War service without regard to cause. These "presumptive" illnesses must have   
appeared during active duty in the Southwest Asia theater of military operations or by December 31, 2021, and be at least            
10 percent disabling. These illnesses include: 

• Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS), a condition of long-term and severe fatigue that is not  
relieved by rest and is not directly caused by other conditions. 

• Fibromyalgia, a condition characterized by widespread muscle pain. Other symptoms may include insomnia, morning stiffness, 
headache, and memory problems. 

• Functional Gastrointestinal Disorders, a group of conditions marked by chronic or recurrent symptoms related to any part of the 
gastrointestinal tract. Functional condition refers to an abnormal function of an organ, without a structural alteration in the tissues. 
Examples include irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), functional dyspepsia, and functional abdominal pain syndrome. 

• Undiagnosed Illnesses with symptoms that may include but are not limited to abnormal weight loss, fatigue, cardiovascular    
disease, muscle and joint pain, headache, menstrual disorders, neurological and psychological problems, skin conditions,          
respiratory disorders, and sleep disturbances. 

Source: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/medically-unexplained-illness.asp 

Public Health 

Infectious Diseases and Gulf War Veterans  

VA presumes the following infectious diseases are related to military service in the Southwest Asia theater of operations during the 
Gulf War August 2, 1990 to present and in Afghanistan on or after September 19, 2001. 

Veterans must have the diseases within the time frames shown below and have a current disability as a result of that disease in order 
to receive disability compensation. 

• Malaria An infectious disease caused by a parasite transmitted by mosquitoes. Symptoms include chills, fever, and sweats. It 

must be at least 10 percent disabling within one year from the date of military separation or at a time when standard or accepted 

treatises indicate that the incubation period began during a qualifying period of military service. 

• Brucellosis A bacterial disease with symptoms such as profuse sweating and joint and muscle pain. The illness may be chronic 

and persist for years. It must be at least 10 percent disabling within one year from the date of military separation. 

• Campylobacter Jejuni A disease with symptoms such as abdominal pain, diarrhea, and fever. It must be at least 10 percent    

disabling within one year from the date of military separation. 

• Coxiella Burnetii (Q Fever) A bacterial disease with symptoms such as fever, severe headache, and gastrointestinal problems 

such as nausea and diarrhea. In chronic cases, the illness may cause inflammation of the heart. It must be at least 10 percent     

disabling within one year of the date of military separation. 

• Mycobacterium Tuberculosis An illness that primarily affects the lungs and causes symptoms such as chest pain, persistent 

cough (sometimes bloody), weight loss and fever. 

• Nontyphoid Salmonella A condition characterized by symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. It must be at least        

10 percent disabling within one year of the date of military separation. 

• Shigella A condition characterized by symptoms such as fever, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. It must be at least 10 percent   

disabling within one year of the date of military separation. 

• Visceral Leishmaniasis A parasitic disease characterized by symptoms such as fever, weight loss, enlargement of the spleen and 

liver, and anemia. 

• West Nile Virus A disease spread by mosquitoes characterized by symptoms such as fever, headache, muscle pain or weakness, 

nausea, and vomiting. Symptoms may range from mild to severe. It must be at least 10 percent disabling within one year from   

the date of military separation. 

Source: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/infectious_diseases.asp 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/military-service.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/chronic-fatigue-syndrome.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/fibromyalgia.asp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidj4W8gtvkAhWFvp4KHf5_BwUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oyzAe4wVwuYPNebSWaN8X&ust=1568918280802481
http://www.benefits.va.gov/COMPENSATION/types-disability.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/infectious-diseases/malaria.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/infectious_diseases.asp
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 Benefits 

Jack Snyder 

Eligibility for Benefits 

You may be eligible for VA disability benefits or compensation if you meet both of these requirements: you have a current illness   
or injury (known as a condition) that affects your mind or body, and you served on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive 
duty training.  And at least one of these must be true: 

• You got sick or injured while serving in the military—and can link this condition to your illness or injury (called an in-service 
disability claim), or 

• You had an illness or injury before you joined the military—and serving made it worse (called a preservice disability claim), or 

• You have a disability related to your active-duty service that didn’t appear until after you ended your service (called a post-service 
disability claim) 

  
Presumed Disabilities 

• A Chronic (long-lasting) Illness that appears within one year after discharge, You may be able to get disability    

benefits if  you have signs of an illness like hypertension (high blood pressure), arthritis, diabetes, or peptic ulcers that started 

within a year after you were discharged from active military service or if your symptoms appear within one year after discharge—

even if they weren’t there while you were serving—we’ll conclude that they’re related to your service. 

        OR 

• An Illness Caused by Contact with Contaminants (toxic chemicals) or other Hazardous Materials: 

 ► Agent Orange - If you served in the Republic of Vietnam or in or near the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) during the      

Vietnam Era—or in certain related jobs—you may have had contact with Agent Orange, an herbicide used to clear plants and 

trees during the war. 

► Asbestos - If you worked in certain military jobs, you may have had contact with asbestos (toxic fibers once used in many 

buildings and products). 

► Birth defects like spina bifida - If you served in the Republic of Vietnam, in Thailand, or in or near the DMZ during the  

 Vietnam Era—and your child has spina bifida or certain other birth defects—your child may be eligible for disability benefits. 

► Contact with mustard gas or lewisite - If you served at the German bombing of Bari, Italy, in World War II or worked in 

 certain other jobs, you may have had contact with mustard gas. 

► Contaminated drinking water at Camp Lejeune - If you served at Camp Lejeune or MCAS New River between August 

1953 and December 1987, you may be at risk for certain illnesses believed to be caused by contaminants found in the drinking 

water during that time. 

► Gulf War Illness - If you served in the Southwest Asia theater of operations, you may be at risk of certain illnesses or  

     other conditions linked to this region. 

► Gulf War Illness in Afghanistan - If you served in Afghanistan, you may be at risk of certain illnesses or other 

     conditions linked to this region. 

► Project 112/SHAD - If you were part warfare testing for Projects 112 or Shipboard Hazard and Defense (SHAD) from  

     1962 to 1974, you may be at risk of illnesses believed to be caused by chemical testing. 

► Radiation exposure - If you served in the post-WWII occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, were imprisoned in Japan,  

     worked with or near nuclear weapons testing, or served at a gaseous diffusion plant or in certain other jobs, you may be  

     at risk for illnesses believed to be caused by radiation. 

► Specific environmental hazards - If you served in Iraq, Afghanistan, Djibouti, or near Atsugi, Japan, you may have had  

     contact with toxic chemicals in the air, water, or soil. 

        OR 

• An Illness Caused by your Time Spent as a Prisoner of War (POW) You may be eligible for disability benefits if you 

have a current illness or injury (known as a condition) that affects your body or mind and you meet both of these requirements: 

We  believe your time spent as a POW caused your condition, and at any time following active-duty service, your condition 

became at least 10% disabling. 

 
Source: https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidj4W8gtvkAhWFvp4KHf5_BwUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oyzAe4wVwuYPNebSWaN8X&ust=1568918280802481
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/illnesses-within-one-year-of-discharge/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/asbestos
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/special-claims/birth-defects
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/mustard-gas-lewisite
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/camp-lejeune-water-contamination
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/gulf-war-illness-southwest-asia
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/gulf-war-illness-afghanistan
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/project-112-shad
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/ionizing-radiation
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/specific-environmental-hazards
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/former-pows/
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Tom Anderson 

Mike Donnelly 

Bill Daniel 

Gulf War Veterans: Health Concerns and Benefits 

Who is Considered a Gulf War-Era Veteran?                             

In August 1990, Iraq President Saddam Hussein ordered the invasion and occupation of neighboring Kuwait. In response, then-U.S. 

President George H.W. Bush and NATO allies sent in troops to intervene as a part of Operation Desert Shield. Following Hussein’s 

refusal to withdraw from Kuwait, Operation Desert Storm, a U.S.-led air and ground offensive targeting Iraq’s military force, began. 

More than 650,000 U.S. military personnel took part in the operations, which collectively lasted from Aug. 2, 1990 to July 31, 1991. 

For the purposes of benefits eligibility through the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Gulf War period is still in effect—

meaning anyone who served on active duty from Aug. 2, 1990, to present is considered a Gulf War-era veteran. 

 

What Benefits are Available for Gulf War Veterans? 

Benefits available for Gulf War veterans include but are not limited to disability compensation for disabilities, such as post-traumatic 

stress disorder and amputations; pension; education; health care; loans; and insurance. Many Desert Shield and Desert Storm        

Veterans may be eligible for disability compensation for Gulf War illnesses (i.e., Gulf War Syndrome). 

 

What is Gulf War Syndrome? 

Gulf War Syndrome, also known as Gulf War Illnesses (GWI), comprises myriad complex symptoms and illnesses. GWI affects  

approximately 200,000 veterans of the 650,000 service members who served in operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. There  

are many likely causes, stemming from various exposures during the military operations. According to the U.S. Army Medical       

Research and Materiel Command in 2009, GWI can be narrowed down to three causes: chemical nerve agents, pesticides and       

pyridostigmine bromide pills.  

Some symptoms and illnesses linked to GWI include chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia, gastrointestinal disorders,   

infectious diseases and other undiagnosed illnesses.    

 

What Diseases are Associated with Service in the Gulf War? 

The VA recognizes that certain illnesses and diseases are presumed to be related to military service in the Gulf War, to include GWI, 

certain infectious diseases and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) diagnosed in veterans with 90 or more days of continuous active 

service.  

 

Are Gulf War Veterans eligible for Compensation from the VA? 

Along with the range of health care benefits and compensation reliefs available for all U.S. military veterans, Gulf War-era veterans 

may be entitled to VA disability compensation for diseases and illnesses presumed by the VA to be related to GWI. 

If you are a Gulf War-era veterans and have specific, unexplainable symptoms lingering for six months or more, the VA presumes 

the symptoms are Gulf War service related. The presumptive illness must have appeared while a veteran was on active duty in the 

Gulf War region, or at latest by Dec. 31, 2021, and be, at minimum, 10 percent VA disability rated, to be able to receive disability 

compensation.  

If they meet the requirements, veterans are eligible for special disability compensation and participation in the Airborne Hazards   

and Open Burn Pit Registry. Additionally, Gulf War veterans who suffered a physical injury during their time in the military may 

also be eligible for health care and compensation benefits.  
 

How Can I Apply for VA Benefits? 

Veterans of any era who were injured, fell ill or suffered a trauma during their time in the military may wish to file a claim for     

disability benefits through the VA to have that condition verified as service connected and become eligible for necessary health care 

coverage.  

It can be helpful to enlist the help of a professional benefits expert to guide you through the process. Many, like those at DAV      

national service offices, provide their expertise and service at no cost to the service member, veteran, survivor or their family.      

Current military members looking for assistance as they separate from service can visit one of DAV’s transition service offices. 

Cont. page 9 
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 Understanding the VA Claims Process 

What happens after filing a disability claim with the VA? 

A veteran should first receive notification from VA that the claim was received—which may take up  to two weeks after filing a  

paper form or within a matter of hours if the claim was submitted electronically. 

A VA representative will then review your claim to determine if any additional information is needed. They will contact the         

appropriate sources—whether it’s you, a medical professional or government agency—to collect that information. This evidence 

gathering portion can be the longest part of the claims process, and may require further medical examinations. 

Once it is determined that all necessary evidence has been received, the claim receives a review and a final rating decision is        

recommended. If you are using DAV as your appointed representative, they will review the recommendation and return it to the VA. 

Then a final determination is made, a claim decision packet will be mailed to you containing the rating decision and additional     

information regarding your disability rating. 

 

What should I do after receiving a claim decision from the VA? 

If you are satisfied with your decision, you need take no further action. However, if you are not satisfied with any part of the        

outcome, you have the right to appeal the VA’s ruling. It is possible in some cases to simply gather additional information            

recommended by your DAV benefits specialist and request re-adjudication of the claim. This may be faster than filing a   

formal appeal. A DAV specialist can also help you file a formal appeal if that is necessary, and as of 2017 there are now three 

paths a Veteran can take to do so:  

• taking their appeal directly to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals 

• requesting a higher-level VA adjudicator to decide their case or file a supplemental claim with new evidence 

Veterans have one year from the date of the VA notification letter to appeal a claims decision. 

Source: https://www.dav.org/veterans/resources/understanding-va-claims-process/ 

WHO CAN YOU CONTACT FOR HELP?   

Your local DAV Service Officer will help you file a claim and stick with you all through the process,   

because no veteran should have to go at it alone.  All services provided by DAV are free of charge.  

The Cincinnati area DAV Service Officers are located at the  

DAV National Headquarters /  860 Dolwick Drive / Erlanger, KY / 41018   

859.547.3391  

Hamilton County Veterans Service Office 

230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH  Room 1100 (1st floor)   513.946.3300 

  

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the  following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly: 

  

► Roger Giblin, 513.684.2661—(Post 10380   comrade) VFW Hamilton County VSO  

► Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton  County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court  Coordinator 

► William Daniels, 513-946-3300—Hamilton   County VSO 

 

► Dave Currence, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn  County VSO     165 Mary Street #100 /                                

                                                                                                           Lawrenceburg, IN 47025  

The Veteran Service Officers contact information below is                                                                    
located on page 10 in every Post 10380 newsletter 



 

 

December Raffle Winners 

 

Hamilton County Veterans Service Office 

230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH 

Room 1100 (1st floor)   513.946.3300 

 

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the  

following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly: 
 

 Roger Giblin, 513.684.2661—(Post 10380   

comrade) VFW Hamilton County VSO  

 Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton  

County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court         

Coordinator 

 William Daniels, 513-946-3300—Hamilton   

County VSO 

 Dave Currence, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn  
County Veteran Service Office (VSO) ,           
165 Mary Street Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN 
47025  

 DAV National Headquarters /  860 Dolwick 
Drive / Erlanger, KY / 41018  859.547.3391  
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Information Corner 

Attendance: Bob Alexander (donated back) 
         

Split-the-Pot: Denny Meyer 
           

$500 Raffle: Denise Donnelly 
 

$100 Raffle: Sandy Fatora 

VA Contact Information 
VA Benefits:     800.827.1000   

Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:  
     877.294.6380 

Debt Management:  800.827.0648   

Education (GI Bill):  888.442.4551 

Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387   

Status of Headstones/Markers:     
     800.697.6947  

Life Insurance:   800.669.8477 

Telecommunications Device for the Deaf 
(TDD):     800.829.4833 

Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /   
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite / 
Ionizing Radiation:  800.749.8387 

How Do I Join? 

VFW Post 10380 always welcomes   

new members. 

Contact Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or  

Mike Donnelly 

513.675.4249 

for eligibility requirements. 

Local Veteran Service Officers 

“Hey, have you heard this one?”                                  
Larry 

 

 

How does a snowman get to work? 
 

By ice cycle! 

 

While visiting cemeteries, you may notice 

that headstones marking certain graves have 

coins on them, left by previous visitors to 

the grave.  
 

These coins have distinct meanings when 

left on the headstones of Veterans and those who gave their life while 

serving in America’s military. A coin left on a headstone is meant as a 

message to the deceased soldier’s family that someone has visited the 

grave to pay respect.  
 

These meanings vary depending on the denomination of coin: 

 Leaving a penny means simply that you visited 

 Leaving a nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at boot 

camp together 

 Leaving a dime means you served together in some capacity 

 Leaving a quarter means that you were with the soldier when he or she 

was killed 
 

In the United States, this practice became common during the Vietnam 

war. Due to the political divide in the country over the war, leaving a coin 

was seen as a practical way to communicate that you had visited the grave 

rather than contacting the soldier’s family, which could devolve into an 

uncomfortable argument over politics relating to the war. Some Vietnam 

veterans would leave coins as a “down payment” to buy their fallen com-

rades a beer or play a hand of cards when they would finally be reunited. 
 

According to tradition, the money left at graves in national cemeteries and 

state veterans cemeteries is eventually collected and put toward maintain-

ing the cemetery or paying burial costs for indigent veterans.  
 

This tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of military men and 

women can be traced as far back as the Roman Empire.  

Coins on a Headstone 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiB5Mib0rPgAhVh6IMKHazsAmAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eos.org.uk%2Frecruiting-now-in-newcastle%2F&psig=AOvVaw30AmWFXPq5BX_SZU0b3HuX&ust=1549973123668204


 

 

2022 Calendar of Annual Events 
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January 

   

February 

 11 Harrison’s Tomb  

 13 Four Chaplains  

       Memorial Service at  

       St. Boniface Church 

March 

26  Flag Retirement  

      Ceremony    

 

April 

24  Kite Fly Veterans Park 

       

May 

31 Post 10380 Memorial  

      Day Ceremony 

31 Cheviot Memorial  

      Parade 

June 

  6 Memorial Day Golf   
     Outing at Aston Oaks 

 

July 

 3  Green Township   

     July 4th Celebration  

     at Kuliga Park 

    

August 

18 Grill-Out/Post Meeting 

27 Green Township Kids 
      Fun Day at Veterans  
      Park 

September 

  1  Harvest Home Parade 

  

October 

  8  Flag Retirement 

      Ceremony 

 

 

 

    Post 10380 Annual  
Raffle tickets available 

November 

11  Post 10380 Veterans  

      Day Ceremony 

x x Cheviot Veterans  

      Parade 

 

      Community Veterans  

      Day Ceremonies 
 
Reminder: Annual Dues 

December 

 2  Green Township  
     Winterfest 
 
 4  Pearl Harbor  
     Remembrance  
     Ceremony 

    

Reminders 

Illness & Bereavement 
 

Comrades, if you 
or your spouse are   
admitted to a       
Cincinnati area    
hospital,  

please contact:  

Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 

 

 

 

Funeral Service   
 

If you would like our Post 
Honor Guard to conduct a 
VFW ceremony at a   
funeral service, please  
contact Mike Donnelly 
513.675.4249 

 

 

Newsletter   

You can also view it in color on our 
website www.vfw10380.org 

  

 
For additional information on  

services or programs, or 
to be added to or  

removed from this mailing,  
contact Mike Donnelly 

513.675.4249 or  
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com 

Post 10380 Officers 

Commander:  

   Mike Donnelly   

Senior Vice-Commander 

   Dan Wilcox        
Junior Vice-Commander 

   Ed Murphy 
Quartermaster 

   Tom Schmitz  
Adjutant 

   Charlie Wilke   

Judge Advocate 

   Don Willwerth     

Chaplain 

   Bob Abrams         
Surgeon 

   Jim Jansen 
Officer of the Day 

   Ron Kelly   
Guard 

   Bill Soto  

Membership 

  Ben Staubach    

Service Officer 

   Roger Giblin 

Trustee 1 Year 

   Jim Stanghetti 
Trustee 2 Year 

   Donnie Becker 
Trustee 3 Year 

   Larry Chuma 
Illness & Bereavement 

   Ben Staubach        

            

Monthly:   3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge 



 

 

www.vfw10380.org 

The Navy defends the right to 
travel and trade freely on the 
world’s oceans and protects  
national interests overseas. 

The U. S. Air Force protects 
American interests at home and 
abroad with a focus on air power. 

The Marine Corps is often first on the 
ground in combat situations. 

As the oldest branch of the U.S. 
Military, the Army protects the 
security of the United States and 
its resources. 

Green Township Post 10380  

Veterans of Foreign Wars  

 

The Coast Guard protects America’s 
waterways and deploys with the 
Navy during wartime. 

Comprised of the Army National Guard and Air National Guard, the        
National Guard is a versatile force, supporting combat missions, domestic 
emergencies, humanitarian efforts, homeland security operations, and more. 

The Space Force organizes, trains, and 
equips space forces in order to protect 
U.S. and allied interests in space and to 
provide space capabilities to the joint 
force. 


