Green Township Post 10380
Veterans of Foreign Wars
September 2020
Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly
We’ve had four Post meetings since the shutdown and it feels good to get back to some degree
of normalcy. We’ve averaged forty-two members at the meetings so I’m happy to see that
everyone is doing well and hope this trend continues into the Fall and Winter!
The Annual Post 10380 Grill-Out last month was a great success! Due to the virus, we had to
make a few accommodations to the usual self-serve buffet line, so I’d like to thank our wives,
Carolyn Abrams, Denise Donnelly, Jackie Frey, Cheryl Kelly and Mary Sue Schmitz who
volunteered to help serve dinner. Thank you also to Nathanael Greene Lodge for perfect
accommodations, to Bridgetown Finer Meats for delicious food and great service, and to Bill
Ostermeyer for, again, providing dessert. Special thank you to Jim Crane for topping off our
celebration of Ed Burke’s 100th Birthday with a nicely framed Cincinnati Enquirer article about
Ed. Check out pages 3-4 for pics of the special evening.
Unfortunately, we’ve had to cancel all of our fundraising events in 2020. However, I ask you all
to please continue to support our sponsors by utilizing their services, referring friends to their
businesses and simply by saying thank you. We have four pages of sponsors at the end of each
newsletter (pages 12-15) and on our website, so please take a minute to look at each sponsor.
They all have at least one thing in common...they support veterans. They are very important to
us, and whether they are individuals or businesses, we need to support each other.
No matter what the situation, Post 10380 keeps moving forward! 2021 is just around the corner.
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our Post 10380 Flag Retirement
Ceremony on Saturday, October 3, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at Green
Township Veterans Park. (Remember masks and social distancing are
still requested even though we are outdoors.)
Hope you enjoy this issue and I look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting on October 15, 7:30 p.m. Stay safe, and stay healthy!
Mike

VFW Mission

VFW Core Values















To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
To serve our veterans, the military, and our
communities
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

Meeting Date
The Post meeting is the
Third Thursday each month
7:30 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

To always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Staff Meeting Date
The 2020 Staff meetings will be
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
October 7
November 11, December 9
Nathanael Greene Lodge

from Shel Silverstein ...

Upcoming Events

VFW Post 10380
Flag Retirement Ceremony
October 3, 2020
9:00 a.m.
Green Township Veterans Park
6239 Harrison Avenue / Cincinnati, OH 45247
Tattered American Flags may be dropped off at the park prior to 9:00 a.m.
Reminder: Masks needed and social distancing observed
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Annual Post 10380 Grill-Out
Lf: Dan Wilcox signed the Attendance
Book and bought his “lucky” Split-thePot tickets from Bill Soto at the
2020 Annual Grill-Out meeting.

Rt: Oops, sorry, Dan...apparently
Pete Rebold bought the “lucky” Splitthe-Pot ticket as he collects his
winnings from Bill Soto!

Commander
Mike
Donnelly
called the
meeting
to order;
all rose to
pledge
allegiance to
the flag

Covid 19 changed plans
for the celebration of
Ed Burke’s
100th birthday to the
unique
“Birthday Salute”
that we shared in the
May issue of Bridges.
At the August
Grill-Out meeting, the
celebration continued
when Jim Crane
surprised Ed with a
framed copy of a 2019
Cincinnati Enquirer article about
Ed’s wartime experiences that was
signed by all his Post 10380 friends.
LF: front row: Ed Burke, Jack
Snyder—both WWII veterans
Back row: Charlie Wilke, Tom
Schmitz, Bob Abrams, Jim Crane,
Mike Donnelly, Ed Kramer
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Annual Post 10380 Grill-Out
Due to Covid 19,
professionals from the
Lodge and Bridgetown
Finer Meats were assisted in serving the dinner
buffet by these lovely
ladies, Carolyn Abrams,
Cheryl Kelly, Mary Sue
Schmitz, and Jackie Frey

Can you
hurry and
take that
picture?
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“I Don’t Think We’ve Got Five Minutes to Live.”
by Bob Abrams Vietnam, 1st Air Cav
Your purchase of Legacy of Courage and Legacy of Courage II,
stories of Honor Flight veterans written by Cheryl Popp and Peter Bronson, helps Honor
Flight Tristate send American Veterans to see their memorials in Washington, D.C.
https://www.honorflighttristate.org/shop
Bob Abrams can vividly describe what it was like to be pinned down by
snipers concealed in a tree line and call in an airstrike by a couple of F-4
Phantom fighter-bombers, then watch as tiny specks in the sky suddenly
turned into roaring blurs, rocketing past at treetop level going four-hundred
miles per hour as they dropped napalm and five-hundred pound bombs on
target.
“The accuracy of those pilots was unbelievable. If I put a coffee cup out there
they could one in it. Watching the bombs drop, they came in so low you
would swear they would blow themselves up. But then they hit the
afterburners and they are gone. And so is the entire tree line. Nothing left.”
He can tell you what it was like to lead a squad of the First Air Cavalry onto
Huey Helicopter gunships and drop out of the sky into deadly firefights against the Vietcong and North Vietnamese
Army regulars. He served in 1/9 D Company of the 1st Air Cav Airmobile, in a unit nicknamed the “Rat Patrol”,
assigned to clear roads and escort convoys and other ground operations.
“The VC were like the terrorists of today, you couldn’t tell the bad guys from the good guys. They would pop out of a
spider hole and take out three or four of our guys and run away. Frankly, I preferred to fight the regular Army. When
they came at us they usually got obliterated. We had casualties, of course, but we had the air power.”
One night he sat in a bunker next to an M-60 machine gunner, dug in near the Cambodian border. They could hear
movement in the dark and knew the enemy was coming. “We were told, ‘Whatever you guys do, don’t fire without
clearance’. Danny on the M-60 says ‘Dammit, they’re out there. I can hear ‘em. (Bleep) the clearance!’ And he opens
up and all hell breaks loose. While we’re dealing with that, the captain is on the phone chewing me out about not
getting clearance and I’m saying, ‘I’m a little busy right now.’
“In the morning there were five dead (VC) in front of our position with satchel charges.”
The captain asked Sgt. Abrams to go out and blow up the satchel charges, but he had second thoughts. “I told him I’m
not a real demolition guy. They might have twenty pounds of that stuff. So we brought in a real demolition team. And
it turns out they had thirty to forty pounds of explosives that we couldn’t see. When they blew that up it shook the
entire perimeter. And suddenly the captain’s story changed and we saved the day.”
Abrams has all kinds of stories from his tour of duty in Vietnam. But he would rather talk about the soldiers he calls
“the real heroes” - whose bravery was far beyond the ordinary. Men such as Donald Sydney Skidgel of Newport,
Maine. He earned the Congressional Medal of Honor for “conspicuous gallantry” and probably saved Abrams’ life
along with many others.
It was September 14, 1969 near Song Be, northwest of Saigon.
“We had one firefight that I think about every day. I will never get it out of my mind. We were operating out of a
firebase in Song Be. We were on gun-jeeps, clearing a road with about sixty guys, when we ran into a battalion of
NVA. It was an ambush. They took out about thirty of our guys, killed or wounded right away. The good news was
that we had all kinds of extra ammo on those gun-jeeps, so that helped out.
We dove into a ditch. The medic next to me yelled, ‘I’ve been shot’. I looked at his wound and I saw that the bullet
had gone through his shoulder and exited from his back. I told him, ‘Hey Doc, it doesn’t look too bad’. He walked me
through what to do and I patched him up. And he went right off to care for the wounded. He was one of the bravest
guys I ever saw. He was unarmed because he served as a Conscientious Objector.”
Draftees who could qualify as Conscientious Objectors based on ethical, moral or religious reasons were assigned to
unarmed, non-combat roles, but often wound up in battles anyway. “It was just a tremendous act of bravery,” Abrams
said of the medic. “When it was all over, he was awarded a Silver Star.”
continued pg. 6
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“I Don’t Think We’ve Got Five Minutes to Live.”
And then there was Abrams’ friend, Sgt. Skidgel. “We were pinned down really heavy, and he
came down the road in an open gun-jeep with an M-60 machine gun and just sprayed both sides
of the road and took out a lot of NVA. Then he was shot right between the eyes and went down.”
From the citation for Skidgel’s Medal of Honor:
“Sgt. Skidgel distinguished himself while serving as a reconnaissance section leader in Troop D…
Contact occurred with an estimated enemy battalion concealed in tall grass and in bunkers
bordering the road. Sgt. Skidgel maneuvered off the road and began placing effective machinegun fire on the enemy
automatic weapons and rocket-propelled grenade positions. After silencing at least one position, he ran with his
machinegun across sixty meters of bullet-swept ground to another location from which he continued to rake the enemy
positions. Running low on ammunition, he returned to his vehicle over the same terrain. Moments later he was alerted
that the command element was receiving intense automatic weapons, rocket-propelled grenade and mortar fire.
Although he knew the road was saturated with enemy fire, Sgt. Skidgel calmly mounted his vehicle and with his driver
advanced toward the command group in an effort to draw the enemy fire onto himself. Despite the hostile fire
concentrated on him, he succeeded in in silencing several enemy positions.”
Sgt. Skidgel was knocked off his jeep by an explosion from a rocket-propelled grenade, but ignored his wounds,
staggered back into the fight and laid down fire on the NVA until he was killed by small arms fire. The driver of the
gun-jeep, Sal Silva, survived and was awarded a Silver Star. The First Air Cav was one of the most decorated divisions
in Vietnam.
“I had an M79 grenade launcher and I fired two-hundred rounds that day,” Abrams remembered. “I just thought we
were done. We were running out of ammo, so I ran up and got some more from a truck, with bullets flying around me.
Then we were running out of that ammo. I don’t know how to describe it, but I got this calming feeling that came over
me. That it was over. We were done. I was not afraid. Just calm. Then on my radio, the 11th Armored Cav, with thirtytwo armored personnel carriers, called and said, ‘We’re five minutes out.’ I radioed back, ‘I don’t think we’ve got five
minutes.’
“An armored personnel carrier is like a tank, but they have two M-60s on the sides and a 50-caliber machinegun on
the front. They are pretty heavily armed. And it turns out there was so much weight from those units you could feel
the ground shaking and hear them coming from a distance.
“Fortunately they did make it in time. They came through for us, to the front of the column, sixteen on each side of the
road, and they just cleaned house. Estimates on body counts later were all over the place, but it was several hundred
NVA. We lost twenty killed in action and ten wounded.
“That’s one you never forget. It went on for hours, and hours, and hours. Then the cavalry came to the rescue—this
time on armored personnel carriers instead of horses. It was Don Skidgel who bought us the time. He bought us the
five minutes. We had other firefights, but none of that magnitude. I will never forget the bravery of Don and my
medic.”
Sgt. Skidgel’s citation concluded:
“His selfless actions enabled the command group to withdraw to a better position without casualties and inspired
the rest of his fellow soldiers to gain fire superiority and defeat the enemy. Sgt. Skidgel’s gallantry at the cost of his life
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit and the
U.S. Army.”
Abrams said, “I had about four or five guys I knew really well who were killed. Don was one of them.”
The highest risk for soldiers seemed to be early and late, he said. “It seemed like in an infantry unit, the casualties
happened right away with newer guys, or happened at the end, just before you were ready to go home. I don’t know if
there is any evidence to back it up. But my mindset when I got into my first combat was that I couldn’t believe I would
ever get back home. Then when I had just a little time left, I couldn’t believe I was getting out of there.”
He wasn’t the only one who couldn’t believe he was going home. “We flew home on a commercial airliner, a bright
yellow Braniff Airlines jet. All of our aircraft and vehicles were camouflaged. But you could see this thing ten miles
away. Getting aboard was sobering. The loaded the KIAs (killed in action) first in their coffins. Then we got aboard
and we were all sitting there, all going home. But it was absolute dead silence. You could have heard a pin drop.
Everyone was thinking the same thing: Here comes a mortar or rocket attack. When we got off the ground and the
wheels went up, all hell broke loose; then we yelled and cheered.”
continued pg.7
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“I Don’t Think We’ve Got Five Minutes to Live.”
He was drafted in 1968 and spent all of 1969 in Vietnam. “When I got in I was kind of gung-ho. I
volunteered for the infantry, then NCO school and that was a ticket to Vietnam. When I got to
Vietnam, I was assigned to the First Air Cavalry.
They wore black Stetsons like horse soldiers, but rode helicopters. They were sent where the
fighting was fiercest. The First Division Cavalry (Airmobile) had the highest casualties among
Army units (5,044), exceeded only by the First Marine Division (7,012).
“We knew we could count on each other,” Abrams said. “Nobody was protesting. We had a job to do and we did it.
Every day was a day of survival. We were always focused on that. When we lost guys, we were pretty shook up at
night.”
He now serves in the Color Guard and as chaplain for his chapter of the
VFW and is retired from his career in business and sales, after earning his
Master’s Degree from Xavier University, “compliments of Uncle Sam and
the G.I. Bill.”
He volunteers for Veterans Administration, driving patients to the hospital
and also as a “Scuba Santa” diver at the Newport Aquarium in Kentucky.
After what he saw in Vietnam, diving with sharks is no big deal. “The sharks
are no issue, but there’s this big loggerhead sea turtle that weight 220 pounds
that causes mischief, biting your air hose in half or taking your mask off.”
(Editor’s note: Bob has since retired from these two volunteer positions.)
In Newport, Maine, Don Skidgel left behind a wife and children. The city honored its only Medal of Honor winner by
putting his name on a new bridge in 2011.
Sgt. Skidgel also has a permanent place in the memories of Bob Abrams and the men he served with. That’s the story
Abrams wants to tell. “I’d like it all to be about the other guys who did not come home,” he said. “About their bravery.
Those are the real heroes.”
Originally riding on horseback and patrolling the Mexican border following the Mexican Border War,
the Army’s 1st Cavalry Division, nicknamed the “First Team,” was activated on September 13, 1921, at
Fort Bliss, Texas. Since then, the 1st Cavalry, which is made up of soldiers known as “Troopers,” has
served an essential role in many conflicts throughout history including World War II, Vietnam and the
Gulf War. In honor of its 99th anniversary on September 13, here are some need-to-know facts about
this historic Army unit:
1. The 1st Cavalry Division’s combat patch is as meaningful as it is iconic. The patch features a silhouetted horse head, a solid diagonal
black line and yellow background. The yellow background (yellow is a traditional cavalry color) and the horse’s head symbolize the
Division’s horseback roots. The black line (black is symbolic of iron), alludes to the unit’s transition from horses to tanks and armor.
2. The 1st Cavalry Division is one of the most decorated combat divisions of the Army. Forty-three Troopers have been awarded
the Medal of Honor for gallantry in WWII, Vietnam and the Korean War. Thirty of the recipients alone received medals for actions in the
Vietnam War. Additionally, 261 Troops have been given Distinguished Service Cross, with 113 of them being awarded posthumously.
3. You can catch the 1st Cavalry on the big screen. The unit is featured in the 1986 film “Platoon,” which is an extrapolation of the
veteran and film director Oliver Stone’s experiences in Vietnam while serving in the unit. The 1st Calvary is also showcased in the 1979
film “Apocalypse Now.”
4. During WWII, the 1st Cavalry Division was the first unit to make it into Manila. Following an order by Gen. Douglas MacArthur to
“go to Manila, free the prisoners at Santo Tomas, take Malacanan Palace and the legislative building.” Troopers entered the Philippines
capital and freed the internees at Santo Tomas University in February 1945. Troopers also lead the charge into Tokyo in September.
5. Speaking of firsts, during the Korean War in July of 1950, the division was the first to Pyongyang. During Vietnam, the division
became the first air mobile division in the Army.
6. The 1st Cavalry has worn many hats over the years. It has served as a cavalry division, an infantry division, an air assault division
and an armored division throughout its years of service.
7. In 1998, the 1st Cavalry Division conducted peace support operations in Bosnia-Herzegonvia. America’s “First Team” ensured
peace and stability throughout Bosnia-Herzegovina for over a year, transferring authority to the U.S. 10th Mountain Division in August
1999.
8. The 1st Cavalry Division currently holds three of the active Army’s 10 armored brigade combat teams. The armored brigade
combat team (ABCT) is the Army’s main armored force
9. The official song of the 1st Cavalry Division, “Garryowen” is undeniably the most famous of all the regimental marches in the
Jack
Snyder
Army. Here is the song’s chorus: Instead of spa we’ll drink brown ale, And pay the reckoning on
the nail,
For debt no man shall go to gaol
(jail), From Garryowen in glory.
Source: https://www.uso.org/stories/2465-9-must-know-facts-about-the-army-s-1st-cavalry-division-for-its-birthday
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Federal Trade Commission Consumer Information
Buying a Home Security System
Home security systems are designed to protect you, your home, and your valuables. They vary in price and
sophistication. Some systems not only can warn you of intruders, but also can notify authorities of a medical
emergency, monitor smoke and carbon monoxide and water levels or pressures, and include video surveillance.
Some systems also are linked into your home's wiring, heating or lighting systems and use your mobile phone or computer to
control them. Most home security alarm installers can provide all-inclusive services that include equipment plus the installation
and monitoring service. If you're thinking about buying a home security system, the FTC and your state Attorney General suggest
that you:
1. Get references from your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and from the company's current clients. Find out whether the
equipment was installed within the given time frame. Were any equipment problems dealt with promptly? Was the system
explained to everyone living in the home? If there was an intrusion, were the police contacted immediately?
2. Check out the companies by entering their names in a search engine online. Read about other people's experiences with the
companies. Try to communicate offline if possible to clarify any details. In addition, contact your state Attorney General, local
consumer protection agency, and the Better Business Bureau to see if any complaints are on file.
3. Verify that the contractor's licenses are current and in good standing. Check with the National Association of State
Contractors Licensing Agencies for the appropriate agency in your state.
4. Get written estimates from several companies, and ask plenty of questions. A reputable company will not try to sell you
anything before completing a professional assessment of your needs and the layout of your home.
5. Find out:
• Who will perform the installation and monitor the system? Some companies subcontract this work to a third party.
• What is the contract period for monitoring? One year? More? Are there penalties for early termination? What happens if you
move before the contract term is up?
• How much does the monitoring cost? How often will you be billed?
• Does the company call you before notifying the police?
• How soon after the alarm sounds will you be notified?
• What happens if the alarm company can't reach you when the alarm is sounding? Is the alarm reset? Are the police called?
Are alternate numbers called?
• What happens if the power goes out? Is there a back-up battery system?
• What does the warranty cover, and for how long? Is it from the manufacturer or their installer?
• Who is responsible for repairs or upgrades to the system?
• Does the company offer interactive services like smoke and fire detection, remote control, video surveillance, email
notifications and special apps for smart phones?
6. Read the fine print. Once you've chosen a company, make sure the written contract includes all oral promises made by the
salesperson. Your contract package should include:
• Installation price
• Monthly or quarterly monitoring fee
• Contract period
• Applicable discounts
• A written warranty
• The owner's manual
• An explanation of your right to cancel the deal
• Cancellation forms
• The contract also must be dated, and show the name and address of the seller.

Mike Donnelly

Contact your police and fire departments. Ask whether you need to register your system, and if there are fines for responding to
false alarms.
Understand that you can cancel the deal. The FTC's Cooling-Off Rule gives you three business days to cancel the deal if you sign
the contract in your home or at a location that is not the seller's permanent place of business. You do not have to give a reason for
canceling your purchase. You have a right to change your mind, even if the equipment has already been installed.
The salesperson must give you two copies of a cancellation form (one to keep and one to send back) and a copy of your contract.
The contract must be dated, show the name and address of the seller, and explain your right to cancel.
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0195-some-home-security-systems-may-be-scams

Tom
Bill Anderson
Daniel
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Federal Trade Commission Consumer Information
10 Things You Can Do to Avoid Fraud
Crooks use clever schemes to defraud millions of people every year. They often combine new technology with
old tricks to get people to send money or give out personal information. Here are some practical tips to help
you stay a step ahead.
1. Spot imposters. Scammers often pretend to be someone you trust, like a government official, a family member, a charity, or a
company you do business with. Don’t send money or give out personal information in response to an unexpected request —
whether it comes as a text, a phone call, or an email.
2. Do online searches. Type a company or product name into your favorite search engine with words like “review,” “complaint”
or “scam.” Or search for a phrase that describes your situation, like “IRS call.” You can even search for phone numbers to see
if other people have reported them as scams.
3. Don’t believe your caller ID. Technology makes it easy for scammers to fake caller ID information, so the name and number
you see aren’t always real. If someone calls asking for money or personal information, hang up. If you think the caller might be
telling the truth, call back to a number you know is genuine.
4. Don’t pay upfront for a promise. Someone might ask you to pay in advance for things like debt relief, credit
and loan offers, mortgage assistance, or a job. They might even say you’ve won a prize, but first you have to pay taxes or fees.
If you do, they will probably take the money and disappear.
5. Consider how you pay. Credit cards have significant fraud protection built in, but some payment methods don’t. Wiring
money through services like Western Union or MoneyGram is risky because it’s nearly impossible to get your money back.
That’s also true for reloadable cards (like MoneyPak or Reloadit) and gift cards (like iTunes or Google Play). Government
offices and honest companies won’t require you to use these payment methods.
6. Talk to someone. Before you give up your money or personal information, talk to someone you trust. Con artists want you to
make decisions in a hurry. They might even threaten you. Slow down, check out the story, do an online search, consult an
expert — or just tell a friend.
7. Hang up on robocalls. If you answer the phone and hear a recorded sales pitch, hang up and report it to the FTC. These calls
are illegal, and often the products are bogus. Don’t press 1 to speak to a person or to be taken off the list. That could lead to
more calls.
8. Be skeptical about free trial offers. Some companies use free trials to sign you up for products and bill you every month until
you cancel. Before you agree to a free trial, research the company and read the cancellation policy. And always review your
monthly statements for charges you don’t recognize.
9. Don’t deposit a check and wire money back. By law, banks must make funds from deposited checks available within days,
but uncovering a fake check can take weeks. If a check you deposit turns out to be a fake, you’re responsible for repaying the
bank.
10. Sign up for free scam alerts from the FTC at ftc.gov/scams. Get the latest tips and advice about scams sent right to your
inbox. If you spot a scam, report it at ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports help the FTC and other law enforcement investigate
scams and bring crooks to justice.
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud

Going Shopping? Don’t Get Short-Changed August 4, 2020
by Sachit Gali Intern, Division of Consumer & Business Education, FTC
Remember when stores ran out of toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and face masks? Well, now COVID-19 is cause for a new shortage:
coins. Because of business shutdowns and social distancing, people have been spending cash at stores or restaurants at record low
levels. Adding to the shortage, the U.S. Mint has slowed down coin production for a few months to keep employees safe from
COVID-19. Now, some businesses are running low on coins and not offering change.
Here are some tips to avoid losing money next time you go out shopping.
• If you plan on paying in cash when shopping, bring coins from home so you can pay in exact change, if you can.
• If you’re short on change and the store doesn’t have it, ask the cashier if they can offer you store credit or can donate the leftover
to charity, which more stores are starting to offer. Or, pay using a credit or debit card, or by check, if accepted by the store.
• If a store doesn’t offer change, it should clearly state or display this policy. If you find a store that’s intentionally misleading or
deceptive about this policy, report it to your state attorney general.
To learn more about consumer protection issues related to COVID-19, check out ftc.gov/coronavirus for the latest updates.
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/08/going-shopping-dont-get-shortchanged
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Information Corner
Local Veteran Service Officers

Virtual Medicare Open Enrollment Sessions

Hamilton County Veterans’ Service Office
230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH
Room 1100 (1st floor) 513.946.3300

This year, Open Enrollment for the 2021 plan year starts October 15 and
ends December 7. The Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program
(OSHIP) will conduct Virtual Medicare Check-Up Day webinars prior
to the start of Open Enrollment.
Webinars will be held Monday through Thursday, September 12 through
October 14. Sessions are available at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. each day
with an additional 6:00 p.m. session on Wednesdays.
To view a complete listing of Medicare Check-up Day webinars, visit
OSHIP’s Registration page

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the
following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly:

 Roger Giblin, 513.684.2661—(Post 10380
comrade) VFW Hamilton County VSO

 Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton
County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court
Coordinator
 William Daniels, 513-946-3300 Hamilton
County VSO

 Mike Burgess, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn
County Veteran Service Office (VSO) ,
165 Mary Street Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN
47025

VA Contact Information
VA Benefits:
800.827.1000
Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:
877.294.6380
Debt Management:
800.827.0648
Education (GI Bill):
888.442.4551
Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387
Status of Headstones/Markers:
800.697.6947
Life Insurance:
800.669.8477
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD):
800.829.4833
Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite /
Ionizing Radiation:
800.749.8387

August Meeting Winners
Attendance: Jackie Frey
Split-the-Pot: Pete Rebold
$100 Raffle: Bob Abrams
$50 Raffle: Ron Kelly
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/4987248812118591502

Medicare beneficiaries may also schedule a one-on-one counseling virtual
session with OSHIP representatives: https://ohiomedicarecounseling.as.me/
During Open Enrollment, Ohioans can:
 Stay on Original Medicare and shop for a stand-alone Part D
Prescription Drug plan
 Select a Medicare Advantage Plan, which provides comprehensive
health benefits, typically including prescription drug coverage. Part D
and Medicare Advantage plans can change every year. The plan that
was best for you in 2020 may not be the best plan for you in 2021
(Note: This is the first open enrollment period that people with
End-Stage Renal Kidney Failure (ESRD) may enroll in a
Medicare Advantage Plan for 2021.)
 Determine if their existing coverage will continue to meet their health
insurance needs
 Learn more about recent Medicare updates and financial assistance
programs that help pay prescription drug costs and Part B premiums
For those unable to attend a webinar, CALL
 Medicare at 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) 24 hrs./7 days
 OSHIP at 1-800-686-1578 M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Information, including specific plan details, is also available at
www.medicare.gov

“Hey, Have You Heard
This One?”
Larry

I changed my iPod's name to Titanic.
It's syncing now.
How Do I Join?
VFW Post 10380 always welcomes
new members.
Contact Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249
for eligibility requirements.

To all
August &
September
Birthdays
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2020 Calendar of Annual Events
January

February

March

7 Harrison’s Tomb
9 Four Chaplains
Memorial Service at
St. Boniface Church
April

May

21 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

Illness & Bereavement
June

9 CruiseIn at Christine’s 14 CruiseIn at Christine’s
19 Kite Fly Veterans Park
Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger
25 Cars & Courage Car
25
Post 10380 Memorial
Show — Diamond
Day Ceremony
Oaks
Cheviot Memorial
Family Kite Fly at
Veterans Park
Parade

1 Memorial Day Golf
Outing at Aston Oaks
11 CruiseIn at Christine’s

August

3 Green Township
July 4th Celebration
at Kuliga Park
9 CruiseIn at Christine’s

13 CruiseIn at Christine’s

3 Harvest Home Parade

20 Grill-Out/Post Meeting

10 CruiseIn at Christine’s

3 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

Post 10380 Annual
Raffle tickets available

Comrades, if you
or your spouse are
admitted to a
Cincinnati area
hospital,
please contact:
Ben Staubach 513.941.6868

Funeral Service

July

October

Reminders

September

29 Green Township Kids
Fun Day at Veterans
Park

If you would like our Post Honor
Guard to conduct a VFW ceremony
at a funeral service,
please contact Bob
Abrams 513.609.6379

Newsletter You can also

November

December

Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger
11 Post 10380 Veterans
Day Ceremony
Cheviot Veterans
Parade
Community Veterans
Day Ceremonies
Reminder: Annual Dues

4 Green Township
Winterfest
6 Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Ceremony

view it in color on our
website www.vfw10380.org

For additional information on
services or programs, or
to be added to or
removed from this mailing,
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249 or
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com

Monthly: 2nd Thursday, 5:30 pm—Cruise-In at Christine’s, April through September
3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge

Post 10380 Officers
Commander:
Mike Donnelly
Senior Vice-Commander
Dan Wilcox
Junior Vice-Commander
Ed Kramer
Quartermaster
Tom Schmitz
Adjutant
Charlie Wilke
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Judge Advocate
Don Willwerth
Chaplain
Bob Abrams
Surgeon
Jim Jansen
Officer of the Day
Ron Kelly
Guard
Bill Soto
Membership
Ben Staubach

Service Officer
Jerry Fatora
Trustee 1 Year
Jim Stanghetti
Trustee 2 Year
Donnie Becker
Trustee 3 Year
Larry Chuma
Illness & Bereavement
Ben Staubach
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Veterans of Foreign Wars

As the oldest branch of the U.S.
Military, the Army protects the security of the United States and its resources.

The Navy defends the right to travel and
trade freely on the world’s oceans and
protects national interests overseas.

The Marine Corps is often first on the
ground in combat situations.

The U. S. Air Force protects American interests at home and abroad with
a focus on air power.

The Coast Guard protects America’s waterways and
deploys with the Navy during wartime.

www.vfw10380.org

