Green Township Post 10380
Veterans of Foreign Wars
November 2019
Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly
The month of November always seem to be so busy I often catch myself coming and
going! But it is the month we should all stop and think about the events and people
for whom we are grateful—family, friends, co-workers and, in particular, our
Veterans. They have shaped our lives and our countr y.
I give thanks for the Veterans who began this
Post, in who’s footsteps we follow. I also
give thanks for the active military who
continue the fight to keep us free.
But I am most thankful for my Post comrades who work
tirelessly to continue to fulfill our VFW Mission and live
our Core Values. And have fun doing it!
At the end of the
day, I am thankful
that my blessings are
bigger than my
problems.

Mike

VFW Mission

VFW Core Values















To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
To serve our veterans, the military, and our
communities
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

Meeting Date
The Post meeting will be the
Third Thursday each month
7:30 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

To always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Staff Meeting Date
The 2019 Staff meetings will be
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
November 13
December 11
Nathanael Greene Lodge

Thank You Veterans

Celebrating Veterans

VFW Post 10380
Veterans Day Ceremony
Monday, November 11, 2019
11:00 a.m.
Green Township Veterans Park
6303 Harrison Avenue

November 9 & 10, 2019
2:30—6:30 p.m.
Dent Kroger, Harrison Avenue
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Upcoming Events
Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Ceremony

Sunday, December 1, 2019
11:30 a.m.
The Anderson Ferry on River Rd
hosted by American Legion Post 534

VFW Post 10380 members are invited to arrive about 9:30 a.m.

We honor this memory in hopes that it
will never be repeated

Green Township
Winterfest

Friday, December 6, 2019
5:00—9:00 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge
6394 Wesselman Rd.

Fun for the whole family—pics with Santa, Story-time with Mrs. Claus,
Carolers, the Grinch,
Popcorn, Cookie Decorating, Crafts and much more!

Denny Meyer and Jerry Rowland
VFW Post 10380 members
presented with

45-year pins
by Commander Mike Donnelly
October 17, 2019
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Formal Flag Retirement Ceremony, October 5, 2019
The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem of display,
"
should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning."
(The United States Flag Code)

In many American communities, individuals and organizations render an important community
service by collecting and overseeing the proper disposal of old, worn, tattered, frayed and/or faded
U.S. Flags.
The Flag Retirement Ceremony
A small fire was burning inside the fire pit in the
Flag Retirement Court as Post 10380 Officers and Honor Guard
assembled on the plaza in Veterans Park, joined by comrades
and visitors.
The Ceremony was opened by Commander Mike Donnelly.
Honor Guard:
“We wish to present a number of unserviceable
flags of our country for inspection and
disposal.”
Speaker: “Advance with your detail and
present the flags for inspection and disposal.”
Honor Guard: “We pr esent the
unserviceable flags for your inspection.”
Speaker: “Is the pr esent condition of these
flags the result of their usual service as the
Emblem of our Country?”
Honor Guard: “These flags have become faded and wor n over the gr aves of our depar ted comr ades and the soldier s and
sailors of all nations’ wars.”
Speaker: “Have any of these flags ser ved any other pur pose?”
Honor Guard: “Some of these flags have been displayed in var ious public places.”
Speaker: “We have pr esented her e these flags of our countr y, which have been inspected and condemned as unser viceable.
They have reached their present state in a proper service of tribute, memory and love.”
Speaker: “A flag may be a flimsy bit of pr inted gauze, or a beautiful banner of finest silk. Its intr insic value may be
trifling or great; but its real value is beyond price, for it is a precious symbol of all that we and our comrades have worked for and
lived for, and died for—a free Nation of free men, true to the faith of the past, devoted to the ideals and practice of Justice,
Freedom and Democracy. Let these faded flags of our country be retired and destroyed with respectful and honorable rites and
their places be taken by bright new flags of the same size and kind. The audience shall stand at attention.”
The Honor Guard did an about-face, walked toward the fire, and
presented the flag for proper disposal by incineration.
Speaker: “Almighty God, bless and consecr ate this pr esent hour . We thank
Thee for our country and its flag and the liberty for which it stands. To clean and
purging flame, we commit these flags, worn-out in worthy service. As they yield
their substance to the fire, may Thy Holy Light spread over us and bring to our
hearts renewed devotion to God and County. Amen.”
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Formal Flag Retirement Ceremony, October 5, 2019
Post

Rt: Bill Soto, Tom Bittner, Dan Wilcox, Jerry Rowland,
Joe Mechley, Donnie Becker, Dave Lahni, Jack Buckwald,
Ed Kraemer, Mike Donnelly, Pete Rebold, Bill Daniel

Above: Comrade Dan Wilcox received flags ready for retirement from his grandson,
and from comrade Dave Lahni’s wife and granddaughter
Below: Community members joined in the ceremony
Comrade Ray Frey presented two little girls with Challenge Coins
Comrade Jerry Rowland retired a flag
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Above: Ray Frey
& Dave Lahni
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The History of Veterans Day
World War I, known at the time as “The Great War”, officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919
in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months earlier when an
armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918 is generally regarded as the end of “the war to end
all wars.”
In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the following
words: "To us in A merica, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in
the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the
opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations…"
The original concept for the celebration was for a day observed with parades and public meetings and a brief suspension of
business beginning at 11:00 a.m. The United States Congress officially recognized the end of World War I when it passed a
concurrent resolution on June 4, 1926 with these words:
Whereas the 11th of November 1918 marked the cessation of the most destructive, sanguinary, and far reaching war in
human annals and the resumption by the people of the United States of peaceful relations with other nations, which we hope may
never again be severed, and
Whereas it is fitting that the recurring anniversary of this date should be commemorated with thanksgiving and prayer
and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual understanding between nations; and
Whereas the legislatures of twenty-seven of our States have already declared November 11 to be a legal holiday: Therefore
be it Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), that the President of the United States is requested to
issue a proclamation calling upon the officials to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on November
11 and inviting the people of the United States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with
appropriate ceremonies of friendly relations with all other peoples.
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of November in each year a legal holiday—
a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as "Armistice Day." Armistice Day
was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II had required the greatest
mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the Nation’s history; after American forces had fought aggression in
Korea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking out the word
"Armistice" and inserting in its place the word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954,
November 11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.
Later that same year, on October 8th, President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first "Veterans Day Proclamation" which stated:
" “In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this anniversary, all veterans, all veterans' organizations, and the
entire citizenry will wish to join hands in the common purpose. Toward this end, I am designating the Administrator of Veterans'
Affairs as Chairman of a Veterans Day National Committee, which shall include such other persons as the Chairman may select,
and which will coordinate at the national level necessary planning for the observance. I am also requesting the heads of all
departments and agencies of the Executive branch of the Government to assist the National Committee in every way possible."

President Eisenhower signing HR7786, changing Armistice Day to Veterans Day. From left: Alvin J. King, Wayne Richards,
Arthur J. Connell, John T. Nation, Edward Rees, Richard L. Trombla, Howard W. Watts
Source: www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp
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Thanksgiving...the Real Celebration
For many of us, the meaning of Thanksgiving usually includes feasting, four-day weekends, football games, floats, family reunions,
or a forerunner to Christmas festivities. The “first Thanksgiving,” however, was neither a feast nor a
holiday, but a simple gathering. Following the Mayflower’s arrival at Plymouth Rock on December 11,
1620, the Pilgrims suffered the loss of 46 of their original 102 colonists. With the help of 91 Indians, the
remaining Pilgrims survived the bitter winter and yielded a bountiful harvest in 1621. In celebration, a
traditional English harvest festival, lasting three days brought the Pilgrims and natives to unite in a
“thanksgiving” observance.
This “thanksgiving” meal would not be celebrated again until June of 1676. On June 29 the community of Charlestown, MA
proclaimed a day of thanksgiving for their good fortune. Ironically, this celebration excluded the Indians, as the colonists’
recognized their recent victory over the “heathen natives.” One hundred years later, in October of 1777, all 13 colonies participated
in a one-time “thanksgiving” celebration which commemorated the patriotic victory over the British at Saratoga. It would take a
span of over 150 more years to establish Thanksgiving as we celebrate it -- George Washington proclaimed it a National holiday in
1789, Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November in 1863, and Congress sanctioned it as a legal holiday in 1941.
The Thanksgiving Proclamation by the President of the United States of America: a Proclamation.
New York, 3 October 1789

“Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his
benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor--and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee
requested me `to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably
to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.'
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the People of these States
to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be -- That
we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks -- for his kind care and protection of the People of this
Country previous to their becoming a Nation--for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his
Providence which we experienced in the tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed--for the peaceable and rational
manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the
national One now lately instituted -- for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of
acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer
upon us.
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations
and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions--to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform
our several and relative duties properly and punctually -- to render our national government a blessing to all the people, by
constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed--to protect and
guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn [sic] kindness onto us) and to bless them with good government,
peace, and concord -- To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease [sic] of science among
them and us -- and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.”
Given under my hand at the City of New-York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.
George Washington
The meaning of Thanksgiving has undergone numerous transitions -- an expression of gratitude for
survival, a council’s recognition of its flourishing community, submission of the local natives, the defeat
over the British, resulting in a collection of our nation’s traditions and values. Over the centuries, families
added their customs to the Thanksgiving celebration, preserving that which they held most precious.
To gather in unity – It is refreshing and invigorating when people come together, in celebration of a
common purpose. It is a reconciliation of differences as well as a time of healing. In sharing our
victories as well as our struggles, we find strength and hope.
To teach the young – In stories retold, each generation brings purpose and significance to the richness of their heritage. Faded
pictures, sentimental knick-knacks, even the prayer of Thanksgiving before the meal all form a Thanksgiving family
legacy.
To prepare the heart – In gratitude, we humbly reflect upon all the gifts (family, friends, health) that saturate our lives. By
“giving-thanks” we choose to extend ourselves and give to others less fortunate. Out of the abundance of our hearts, we are
able to offer our resources to help others.
Jack Snyder
Source: www.allabouthistory.org/meaning-of-thanksgiving
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VFW Post 10380 Grill Out, August 22, 2019
The Grill Out began with signing the attendance book manned by Bill Soto. A brief meeting was
called to order by Commander Mike Donnelly with opening prayer by Chaplain Bob Abrams.

Mike Donnelly

Larry
Chuma
was
gifted a
JOKE
BOOK!
Tom
Bill Anderson
Daniel
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VFW Post 10380 Grill Out, August 22, 2019
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Information Corner
Local Veteran Service Officers
Hamilton County Veterans’ Service Office
230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH
Room 1100 (1st floor) 513.946.3300

To obtain a DD Form 214, Certificate of Release
or Discharge from Active Duty, visit
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the
following Veterans Service Officers (VSO) directly:

 Roger Giblin, 513.684.2661—(Post 10380
comrade) VFW Hamilton County VSO

 Calvin Wooten, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton
County VSO / Veterans Treatment Court
Coordinator
 William Daniels, 513-946-3300 Hamilton
County VSO

 Mike Burgess, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn
County Veteran Service Office (VSO) ,
165 Mary Street Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN
47025

VA Contact Information
VA Benefits:
800.827.1000
Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:
877.294.6380
Debt Management:
800.827.0648
Education (GI Bill):
888.442.4551
Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387
Status of Headstones/Markers:
800.697.6947
Life Insurance:
800.669.8477
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD):
800.829.4833
Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite /
Ionizing Radiation:
800.749.8387

October Meeting Winners
Attendance: Pete Rebold
Split-the-Pot: Joe Zang
$100 Raffle: Joseph Sand
$50 Raffle: Janet Murry
Page 10

service-records#emergency
Hamilton County Veterans who have registered their
DD214s with the Hamilton County Recorder’s Office can
obtain a Veterans Identification Card from the
Recorder’s Office at no cost. This ID Card will allow the
office to quickly locate the Veteran’s discharge record
when needed. The card will display the Veteran’s photo,
military service dates and pertinent information regarding his/her service to
our country.
In order to receive this ID Card, the Veteran must record or have recorded
his/her military Honorable Discharge with the Hamilton County’s Recorder’s
Office and show two forms of current, valid identification from the following:









An original or certified birth certificate
Department of Veterans Affairs ID card
US Military ID card
Social Security card
State issued CCW permit
State issued Driver’s license
State issued ID card
Valid US Passport

Appointments to obtain your Veteran’s ID card are scheduled Monday
through Friday, 8am—3:45pm by calling 513.946.4567, Hamilton County
Recorder’s Office Room 205, 138 East Court Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Source: recordersoffice.hamilton-co.org/documents_on_file/military_discharges

Hey, Have You Heard This
One?...from Larry
My first job I worked in an orange
juice factory. It was really the pits working there.

Management was always putting on the squeeze.
Finally, I got canned. I couldn't concentrate.

How Do I Join?
VFW Post 10380 always welcomes
new members.
Contact Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249
for eligibility requirements.

To all
November
Birthdays
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2019 Calendar of Annual Events
January

April
6 Dinner Dance
9 CruiseIn at Christine’s
27 Cars & Courage Car
Show — Diamond
Oaks
28 Family Kite Fly at
Veterans Park

February

March

1 Harrison’s Tomb
10 Four Chaplains
Memorial Service at
St. Boniface Church

23 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

May

June

9 CruiseIn at Christine’s
25/26 Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger
27 Post 10380 Memorial
Day Ceremony
27 Cheviot Memorial
Parade

Reminders
Illness & Bereavement

3 Memorial Day Golf
Outing at Aston Oaks
13 CruiseIn at Christine’s

Comrades, if you
or your spouse are
admitted to a
Cincinnati area
hospital,
please contact:
Ben Staubach 513.941.6868

Funeral Service
July

August

3 Green Township
July 4th Celebration
at Kuliga Park

September

8 CruiseIn at Christine’s

5 Harvest Home Parade

15 Grill-Out/Post Meeting

12 CruiseIn at Christine’s

If you would like our Post Honor
Guard to conduct a VFW
ceremony at a funeral
service, please contact
Bob Abrams
513.609.6379

11 CruiseIn at Christine’s

24 Green Township Kid’s
Fun Day at Veterans
Park

October

November

December

Newsletter You can also view it in

9/10 Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger

1 Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Ceremony

color on our website
www.vfw10380.org

5 Flag Retirement
Ceremony
Post 10380 Annual
Raffle tickets available

11 Post 10380 Veterans
Day Ceremony
10 Cheviot Veterans
Parade
Community Veterans
Day Ceremonies
Reminder: Annual Dues

6 Green Township
Family Winterfest

Monthly: 2nd Thur sday, 5:30 pm—Cruise-In at Christine’s, April through September

For additional information on
services or programs, or
to be added to or
removed from this mailing,
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249 or
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com

3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge

Post 10380 Officers
Commander:
Mike Donnelly
Senior Vice-Commander
Dan Wilcox
Junior Vice-Commander
Ed Kramer
Quartermaster
Tom Schmitz
Adjutant
Charlie Wilke
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Judge Advocate
Don Willwerth
Chaplain
Bob Abrams
Surgeon
Jim Jansen
Officer of the Day
Ron Kelly
Guard
Bill Soto
Membership
Ben Staubach

Service Officer
Jerry Fatora
Trustee 1 Year
Jim Stanghetti
Trustee 2 Year
Donnie Becker
Trustee 3 Year
Larry Chuma
Illness & Bereavement
Ben Staubach
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Veterans of Foreign Wars

As the oldest branch of the U.S.
Military, the Army protects the security of the United States and its resources.

The Navy defends the right to travel and
trade freely on the world’s oceans and
protects national interests overseas.

The Marine Corps is often first on the
ground in combat situations.

The U. S. Air Force protects American interests at home and abroad with
a focus on air power.

The Coast Guard protects America’s waterways and
deploys with the Navy during wartime.

www.vfw10380.org

