Green Township Post 10380
Veterans of Foreign Wars
February 2018
Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly
It’s time to celebrate! Spring is just around the corner and we’ve had a taste of warmer weather.
Thank you, Mother Nature...now bring on the real thing!!
To continue celebrating, we invite the public, comrades, families
and friends to join us on March 17 to raise a toast to the
30th Anniversary of Post 10380 at a Dinner Dance at Aston Oaks
Banquet Center. Thanks to the for esight of the founding father s, our
Post has a long history advancing the VFW mission to build camaraderie,
serve veterans and active military, and to advocate on behalf of all
veterans to the best of our ability. We try every day to make a difference
in the lives of our comrades.
Post 10380
Founding Fathers

So, please join us to salute those men and women who served our country.
Reservations still available—see page 3 for details.

Post 10380 supports the National VFW Youth Scholarships and Education Programs: Voice of
Democracy, Patriot’s Pen, and Teacher of the Year Award. In this issue I’m proud to share with you
the Post 10380 winners of the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Competitions. The March newsletter
will share the winners of our Teacher of the Y ear Award. Many thanks to all who participated, and to the
judges who gave of their time for this worthy cause. Our deepest appreciation goes to Comrade Dick Post,
Chairman of the Youth Programs for the past nine years. Thank you!
Just a few reminders
 Your DD214 is needed for all-things-VA: burial benefits, claims, health care, etc. Obtaining the
DD214 takes a few weeks, so don’t delay. You want to have it when you need it.
 Don’t forget about Secondary Claims and Special Monthly Compensation. Visit the website,
vfw10380.org, to watch a video for more information. Go to the BENEFITS page and scroll down to
Vet Claims Videos and Information.
Everyone is someone’s Valentine!

Mike

VFW Mission

VFW Core Values















To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
To serve our veterans, the military, and our
communities
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

Meeting Date
The Post meeting will be the
Third Thursday each month
7:30 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

To always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Staff Meeting Date
The Staff meeting will be
Wednesday, February 14, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, upper level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

Be Mine

Flag Retirement Ceremony
VFW Post 10380
Flag Retirement Ceremony
Saturday, March 26, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Veterans Park
Harrison Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45247
Public is Invited
Tattered American Flags may be dropped off at the
Green Township Administration Building / 6303 Harrison Avenue Cincinnati / 45247

Mark Your
Calendars
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Get Your Tickets!
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Patriot’s Pen — “America’s Gift to My Generation”
Congratulations to 1st Place Winner, Mason Bencurick
8th Grade, Bridgetown Middle School
“America’s Gift to My Generation”
by Mason Bencurick

America has gone through many hardships to get where it is today, but it has a lot to
show for it. Our country has grown a lot, and now we get many gifts that only our
country can give. We have opportunity, jobs, and food, but two gifts rise to the top.
The greatest gifts that America has given to my generation are education and safety.

With his family at his side,
Mason accepts the
$200 1st Place check from
Commander Mike Donnelly

Education is the best gift that our generation can get because it is the basis for all of
our futures and the future of America. Many people in other countries do not have
this chance, so they aren’t inventing and revolutionizing the world like Americans
are. We Americans have that chance, and like other generations, we will do great
things and make the world a better place. If we didn’t have an education, we
wouldn’t know how to write this essay, or read and do math. I am very thankful that
America has given my generation the gift of education.

Safety is another extremely important gift that America has given my generation.
In many other countries, war and fear stretches across the land and none of the citizens have time for other things. We
would never be able to accomplish our dreams if we were constantly fearing for our lives. Thanks to the daring
sacrifices of our armed forces, we have no need to be afraid. Because of this, my generative can focus on more
important things including previously mentioned education. Safety is a very important gift that my generation has
received from America.
Safety and education are two of the most important gifts that America has given my generation. Without safety, we
would be scared and injured by danger, and without an education, no one would make the world a better place for the
future generations. Thanks to America, my generation has important gifts that we will use to give more gifts to the
generation after us.

The National VFW established the Patriot’s Pen Scholarship Program to encourage
students in grades 6—8 to examine America’s history,
along with their own experiences in modern American society,
by drafting a 300- to 400-word essay,
expressing their views based on a patriotic theme chosen by the VFW Commander-in-Chief.
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Patriot’s Pen — “America’s Gift to My Generation”
Post
Congratulations to 2nd Place Winner, Connor Henry
8th Grde, St. Ignatius School
“America’s Gift to My Generation”
by Connor Henry

With his family at his side,
Connor accepts the
2nd Place $100 check from
Commander Mike Donnelly

When I think about our generation and what would be the most obvious gift given to
us, the words that come to my mind are freedom and opportunity for people that live
and come to America. After all, America is the most powerful country in the world.
Those are things that every one in the world knows about America. But what I think is
the most important gift is not as obvious. My generation is the most connected of all
time. We know what happens at the time it happens because of social networking, real
time news, and our gadgets. Since we are so connected it is easy to see right in the
moment what America’s gift is to us. I believe that America’s gift to my generation is
showing us that even the most powerful country can be harmed but that we learn and
see about people in those times are the real gift.

When there are mass shootings, big natural disasters, and terrorist attacks it shows our
generation that we need to learn from these events for our future and understand how
we can make a change. It also shows our generation that everybody counts. If
something bad happens, everyone pitches in to help in any way they can in that situation. The normal, everyday people
that help in hard times, help out and learn from them to move forward and become stronger than before.
My dad is in the military and part of the Air National Guard. I know what it feels like to have someone protect America
and to make us stronger as a country. It makes me sad when he leaves but I understand it. Even though he is not in
combat, he has left home many times for six months in order to serve in bad, scary places. He is a normal, awesome
loving dad that is helping people. Watching him leave to help protect Americans shows me that everyone can lend a
hand in some way. It can be a military person, neighbor, friend, teacher, family member, or complete stranger that jumps
in but when they do, America shows my generation that weaknesses are where the biggest lessons are learned.

Patriot’s Pen Competition Consist of F our Levels:


Entry: local VFW Posts (Post 10380 1st Place Winner receives $200; 2nd Place Winner receives $100)



District (Regional)



Department (State)



National — winner s compete for pr izes r anging fr om $500—$5,000
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Voice of Democracy — “American History: Our Hope for the Future”
Congratulations to 1st Place Winner, Allison Auel
12th Grade, Oak Hills High School
“American History: Our Hope for the Future”
by Allison Auel

Commander Donnelly
presents Allison Auel
the $500
1st Place Award

On a chilly September morning in 1814, Francis Scott Key
pens a poem which is later set to music and in 1931 becomes
America’s national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner”.
The poem, originally titled “The Defence of Fort McHenry”,
was written after Key witnessed the Maryland fort being
bombarded by the British during the War of 1812. Key was
inspired by the sight of a lone U.S. flag still flying over Fort
McHenry at daybreak, as reflected in the now-famous words
of the “Star Spangled Banner”: “and the rockets red glare, the
bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that our
flag was still there”.

Commander Donnelly and
Allison Auel are joined by
Oak Hills High School Principal and
Allison’s family

Today, the “Star Spangled Banner” remains the epitome of what the United States of America stands
for: freedom. As I reflect on my youth, I found it rather annoying having to stand during sporting events and other pertinent
American events for the recognition of the national anthem. For every school sporting event and for all my little sister’s cheerleading competitions, I always expressed disrespect towards the national anthem with the occasional eye roll and scowl. I considered the
national anthem an unnecessary nuisance, a nuisance forcing me to sacrifice my comfort of sitting for a minute and a half.
Furthermore, my perception of the national anthem remained stagnant until one humid summer afternoon. I was basking in the sun,
in the steamy, silver bleachers, waiting for my younger sister, Brooke, to start cheering for the football players. As usual, the
announcer explained that the school choir was going to sing the national anthem. I was annoyed that I had to get up off my comfy
cushion to stand for the anthem. I was debating on whether or not it was even worth wasting my energy to stand until I noticed an
older woman pushing in her wheelchair-bound husband. The woman was petite, with fine lines carving out the features of her face.
The man was older, looking about sixty, with a long scar tracing the outer edge of his left eye. He was missing his left leg. The
woman wheeled the man over in front of where my family and I were sitting. Before standing for the national anthem, I observed a
young man walk over and thank the older man for his service.
After that moment, I was disgusted with myself. After that moment, I realized what it truly meant to stand for the national anthem.
Blood was shed, by that older man and millions of others, so that we can have freedom. When we say that soldiers “will never be
forgotten”, shouldn’t we mean it? We honor and commemorate their lives and the sacrifices they made for us by remembering them.
That’s why we sing the National Anthem at sporting events. We don’t do it because there’s some underlying connection between the
American Revolution and sports, but because sports bring us together to enjoy something as a group. It unites us beyond our cultural
and political differences. The doctor sits next to the fast food worker, and both are united by their devotion to the local team. Isn’t
that the perfect time to celebrate the nation that embodies that very idea?
Looking across the vast American landscape, my hope for the future of the United States is that every American can come together
at every sporting event, whether it being a high school football game or the super bowl, to honor those soldiers, sailors, and airmen
who sacrificed what they had in the name of freedom. Because they fought and died for liberty, we don’t have to. Instead we get to
enjoy sporting events, watching boys and girls and men and women fall on the gridiron. I think I can hum a few bars and think of
Old Glory in exchange for such a privilege.
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Voice of Democracy —“American History: Our Hope for the Future”
Congratulations to 2nd Place Winner, Michael Buchert
12th Grade, Oak Hills High School
“American History: Our Hope for the Future”
by Michael Buchert
Right now in America, we are divided. Divided by religious
preference, race, and political beliefs. These differences have caused
problems in the past, but recently have gotten much worse and our
country has become very polarized. Groups such as the KKK and the
Antifa find it necessary to protest radically in order to try and get the
changes they want. Many people see that radical protests are the only
was to gain anything, but I believe that we, as Americans, can achieve
more by working together to rebuild the America there once was.
In the past, Americans have joined together to fight for a common
Commander Donnelly and
cause. In the Revolutionary War, it was to fight for the independence of
Michael Buchert are joined
our country. In the Korean and Vietnam Wars it was to prevent the
by Oak Hills High School
Principal and Mrs. Buchert
spread of communism. During World Wars I and II, we fought alongside our allies to defeat Nazism and fascism. These causes allowed the
American people to unify and to see the importance of working together. Andrzej Szczypiorski, a Polish author who survived the
Holocaust wrote, “For evil to occur, for evil to take place, you simply do not have to do anything. It will come of itself. To do good,
you have to be active. In other words, you have to do, to act. When nothing is done, evil comes of itself.” I found this quote to be
very applicable to today’s society because many people want to reform the laws and government, but no one wants to work towards
finding a common goal. If nothing is done to better our country, the evil of holding oneself over the common good will set in and
take over. Our hope for the future is to act or do. In order to move America forward, citizens must continue to work together with
the government and each other to find common ground.
Commander Donnelly
presents Michael
Buchert the $250
2nd Place Award

I believe everyone can learn something from veterans because they truly understand what it means to be an American. The veterans
respect the rights we are given that many now take for granted. For example, members of the Antifa group use what they think of as
their freedom of protest, to riot against the government. Veterans would not do this because they learned about each right they are
given and how to exercise it. Veterans understand the value of our rights because they fought for the rights of all Americans.
Breaking storefront windows, blocking highways, and attacking police officers is not an effective way to gain respect within the
government and to achieve the goal they strive for. Veterans and their families realize peaceful protests, speeches, and conversations
with their respective officials is the best way to achieve the most progress towards their goal.
In all, my major hope for America is that we learn to listen and work together as we once did. Many Americans have lost sight of
what they are given and their long-run ambitions. We live in a very immediate society that forgets about our long-term goals and
implications.
The National VFW established the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program in 1947 to provide students in grades 9-12 the
opportunity to express themselves in regards to democratic ideas and principles,
thus promoting patriotism among our nation’s youth.

Voice of Democracy Competition Consists of F our Levels:


Entry—local VFW Posts (Post 10380 1st Place Winner receives $500; 2nd Place Winner receives $250)



District (Regional)



Department (State) - winner receive an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C. to receive his/her award



National—winner competes for scholarships up to $30,000
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Military Funeral Honors
Honoring Those Who Served
The Department of Defense (DOD) is responsible for providing Military Funeral Honors. "Honoring Those Who
Served" is the title of the DOD program for providing dignified military funeral honors to Veterans who have defended
our nation.
Upon the family's request, Public Law 106-65 requires that every eligible Veteran receive a military funeral honors
ceremony, to include folding and presenting the United States burial flag and the playing of Taps. The law defines a
military funeral honors detail as consisting of two or more uniformed military persons, with at least one being a member
of the Veteran's parent service of the armed forces. The DOD program calls for funeral home directors to request
military funeral honors on behalf of the Veteran's family. However, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
National Cemetery Administration cemetery staff can also assist with arranging military funeral honors at VA national
cemeteries. Veterans organizations may assist in providing military funeral honors. When military funeral honors at a
national cemetery are desired, they are arranged prior to the committal service by the funeral home. The Department of
Defense began the implementation plan for providing military funeral honors for eligible Veterans as enacted in Section
578 of Public Law 106-65 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2000 on Jan. 1, 2000.
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
Military Community and Family Policy
4000 Defense Pentagon, Room 5A726 / Washington, DC 20380

To arrange military funeral honors, contact your local funeral home.
Source: www.cem.va.gov/military_funeral_honors

National Cemetery Administration (NCA)
Burial in a Private Cemetery
Burial benefits available for Veterans buried in a private cemetery may include a
Government headstone, marker or medallion, a burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no Roger
cost toSand
the
family. Some Veterans may also be eligible for Burial Allowances. There are no VA benefits available to spouses and
dependents buried in a private cemetery.
VA-NCA-IS-1 Interments in VA National Cemeteries — provides information on the National Cemetery
Administration's history, arranging a burial in a national cemetery, military honors, burial eligibility and locations of
national and state Veterans cemeteries. You may want to ask the following questions when preparing for burial in a
private cemetery:


If you are responding to an offer of a "free" gravesite for Veterans, ask if there is a requirement to purchase an
additional gravesite
 If an additional gravesite is required, where will it be located and what is the cost
 What type of trust fund does the cemetery have to protect buyers
Mike
Ask
if there are restrictions on the type of headstone or marker that can be used to mark the grave Mike O’Mara
Donnelly
 Does the cemetery require a special marker base to be purchased prior to ordering a free government marker for a
Veteran's grave
 Is there an additional cost for the placement, setting or care of a free government headstone or marker; Is it more
than if a private headstone or marker is purchased
 Is an outside container (usually called a "vault" or "grave liner") required and how much does it cost
Know what you are receiving and what is required by the company and have them put it in writing prior to burial
Tom
Bill Anderson
DanielSource: www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/private_cemetery
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Military Funeral Honors
The rendering of Military Funeral Honors is a ceremony representing the Nation’s deep gratitude to those who have
faithfully defended our country in times of war and peace. This ceremonial show of respect is the final demonstration a
grateful nation can provide to our veteran’s family.
Every Veteran, Soldier, Sailor, Marine, Airman and Coast Guardsman is entitled to his/her proper Military Funeral
Honors per for med by unifor med member s of the Ar med For ces. Militar y member s in the following categor ies
are eligible for Military Funeral Honors:
 Military personnel on active duty
 Former military members who served on active duty and were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable
 Members of the Selected Reserve
 Former members of the Selected Reserve who served at least one term of enlistment or period of initial obligated
services and discharged under conditions other than dishonorable
 Former members of the Selected Reserve who were discharged due to a service-related disability
The preferred method for verifying eligibility is the DD Form 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active
Duty, commonly known as “DD 214”. If the DD 214 is not available, any discharge document showing other than
dishonorable service can be used. A service member’s DD 214 can be obtained by sending a request to the National
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, MO. For information visit the webite, https://www.archives.gov/veterans/
military-service-records. It is recommended you keep the DD 214 in a safe, easily accessible location.

Families of eligible Veterans may request Funeral Honors
through the funeral director who will contact the appropriate branch of military service (and/or local VFW)
to arrange for the Funeral Honors Military Unit. They are frequently accompanied by an Honor Guard/Rifle Detail
provided by a local Veterans Service Organization, such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW).
The Military Unit will provide, at a minimum, a two-person detail to present the core elements of the
Funeral Honors Ceremony. These elements include:
 The playing of Taps
 The folding of the Burial flag
 The presentation of the flag to the family

VFW Post 10380 Dress Blue Detail
often complements the Graveside Military
Honors with a Rifle Volley.
We also perform a full Military Honors
Ceremony with Rifle Volley, Taps, and
Presentation of the U.S. Burial Flag
to the family.
For Post 10380 comrades, a VFW Prayer
Service is also conducted at the visitation.
Military Funeral Honors conducted
by Post 10380 are free of charge. It is an honor to serve our fellow comrade.
Dan Wilcox
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Information Corner
VA Contact Information
Hamilton County Veterans’ Service Office
230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH

To obtain a DD Form 214, Certificate of Release
or Discharge from Active Duty, visit

Room 1100 (1st floor) 513.946.3300

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/militaryservice-records#emergency

VA Benefits:
800.827.1000
Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:
877.294.6380
Debt Management:
800.827.0648
Education (GI Bill):
888.442.4551
Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387
Status of Headstones/Markers:
800.697.6947
Life Insurance:
800.669.8477
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD):
800.829.4833
Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite /
Ionizing Radiation:
800.749.8387

Local Veteran Service Officers
To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the
following Veterans Service Officers directly:

 Jerry Fatora, 513.684.2661—VFW Veteran

Upcoming 2018
HONOR FLIGHTS
April 17, May 22
August 28, September 25 and October 23
Comrade Bob Abrams, an Ambassador for Honor Flight Tri-State, has
applications for anyone interested. He will help you complete your
application and deliver it to the appropriate people. He will also be your
contact to help facilitate the applications.
The website below can provide you additional information
www.honorflighttristate.org/applications.php
Welcome our heroes home at the
“WELCOME HOME Rally"
"
“
after each flight at CVG Airport
8:15 p.m. / lower level of the terminal in the "Meet & Greet Area"
Everyone is welcome

Service Office, 36 E. 7th St. Rm. 225 Cincinnati
45202 (Post 10380 Comrade)

Hey, Have You Heard
This One?...from Larry

 Bill Burgin, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton
County Veteran Service Office, address above

 Mike Burgess, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn
County Veteran Service Office, 215 W. High St.
Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

“Have you heard about the
rumor going around about butter?”

Veterans may use the services of any office in any
county; you need not be a resident of that county.

“Never mind, I shouldn't spread it.”

January Meeting Winners

How Do I Join?

Attendance: Denny Meyer
Split-the-Pot: Bill Daniels (donated it back)
Thank You, Bill!
$100 Raffle: Tom Maior ano
$50 Raffle: Mar y Zang

VFW Post 10380 always welcomes
new members.
Contact Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249
for eligibility requirements.
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To all February
Birthdays
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2018 Calendar of Annual Events
January

April
8 Family Kite Fly at
Veterans Park

12 CruiseIn at Christine’s
21 Cars & Courage Car
Show — Diamond
Oaks

July

February

March

9 Harrison’s Tomb
11 Four Chaplains
Memorial Service at
St. Boniface Church

26 Flag Retirement
Ceremony
17 30th Anniversary
Dinner Dance

May

June

10 CruiseIn at Christine’s

4 Memorial Day Golf
Outing at Aston Oaks

26/27 Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger
28 Post 10380 Memorial
Day Ceremony
28 Cheviot Memorial
Parade
August

3 Green Township
July 4th Celebration
at Kuliga Park

14 CruiseIn at Christine’s

September

9 CruiseIn at Christine’s

6 Harvest Home Parade

16 Grill-Out/Post Meeting

13 CruiseIn at Christine’s

12 CruiseIn at Christine’s

25 Green Township Kids’
Fun Day at Veterans
Park

October

November

December

10/11 Post 10380 Veterans
Day Ceremony
4 Cheviot Veterans
Parade

7 Green Township
Family Winterfest

6 Flag Retirement
Ceremony
Post 10380 Annual
Raffle tickets available

Community Veterans
Day Ceremonies
Reminder: Annual Dues

2 Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Ceremony
TBA VAMC Chr istmas
T-Shirt Distribution

Monthly: 2nd Thur sday, 5:30 pm—Cruise-In at Christine’s, April through September
3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge

Reminders
Illness & Bereavement
Comrades, if you
or your spouse are
admitted to a
Cincinnati area
hospital,
please contact:
Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Al Vetter 513.668.0813

Funeral Service
If you would like our Post
Honor Guard to conduct a
VFW ceremony at a
funeral service, please
contact Bob Abrams
513.609.6379

Newsletter You can also view it in
color on our website
www.vfw10380.org

For additional information on
services or programs, or
to be added to or
removed from this mailing,
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249 or
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com

Post 10380 Officers
Commander:
Mike Donnelly
Senior Vice-Commander
Dan Wilcox
Junior Vice-Commander
Donnie Becker
Quartermaster
Tom Schmitz
Adjutant
Charlie Wilke

V O L U M E 3 0 , I S S U E 2, F E B R U A R Y 20 1 8

Judge Advocate
Don Willwerth
Chaplain
Bob Abrams
Surgeon
Jim Jansen
Officer of the Day
Ron Kelly
Guard
Bill Soto
Membership
Ben Staubach

Service Officer
Peter Rebold
Trustee 1 Year
Roger Sand
Trustee 2 Year
Larry Chuma
Trustee 3 Year
Jim Stangetti
Illness & Bereavement
Ben Staubach
Al Vetter
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Veterans of Foreign Wars
CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

As the oldest branch of the U.S.
Military, the Army protects the security of the United States and its resources.

The Navy defends the right to travel and
trade freely on the world’s oceans and
protects national interests overseas.

The Marine Corps is often first on the
ground in combat situations.

The U. S. Air Force protects American interests at home and abroad with
a focus on air power.

The Coast Guard protects America’s waterways and
deploys with the Navy during wartime.

www.vfw10380.org

