Green Township Post 10380
Veterans of Foreign Wars
January 2018
Welcome from Commander Mike Donnelly
I hope everyone enjoyed healthy and happy holidays! Many thanks to all our comrades and their families
who volunteered to bring Christmas cheer to Green Township Winterfest attendees and patients in the VA
Medical Center.
A special New Year’s Toast to my Comrades of Post 10380
A toast to our future, a toast to our past,
to old friends and new, to friendships that last.
In 2018, let’s resolve to do the best we can with what our Post is blessed to have.
That being said, I want to share the following organizations that we have chosen to support in order to
better the lives of veterans.
 Xavier University Student Veterans Center—Bob Abrams, Tom Schmitz and I met with Chris
Klug, Director of the Student Veterans Center. The Center offers unique services specifically to XU
veteran students including financial aid, career guidance, mentor programs, and more. We would
like to use this model of distribution to visit other colleges/universities with student veterans
programs.
 Warriors Own Road to Horsemanship (WORTH) Program—This award-winning program at
Cincinnati Therapeutic Riding & Horsemanship in Milford teaches veterans with PTSD, TBI and
other conditions/challenges the horsemanship skills they need to gentle wild mustangs. A group of
our comrades were able to talk with veterans participating in the program during a site visit last Fall.
I encourage everyone to attend our January meeting to hear a brief presentation by Amber Humphrey of
Quality of Life Plus. This company works with Engineering Schools around the country to develop
solutions for disabled veterans who have quality of life issues, i.e. designing a knife and fork for a veteran
with a prosthetic thus enabling him to eat independently. The company is currently looking for
“Challengers” (veterans living with challenges) who they may be able to help.
Post 10380 is celebrating our 30th Anniversary this year. We thank our Charter Members for their
foresight in starting this great group. We hope we are making you proud. To celebrate, Jim Crane has
agreed to organize a 30th Anniversary Dinner Dance (see page 3 for details). Comrades, please feel free
to invite family and friends to help us celebrate!
Mike

VFW Mission

VFW Core Values















To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
To serve our veterans, the military, and our
communities
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

Meeting Date
The Post meeting will be the
Third Thursday each month
7:30 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, lower level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

To always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Staff Meeting Date
The Staff meeting will be
Wednesday, January 10, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Nathanael Greene Lodge, upper level
6394 Wesselman Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
513.598.3100
(Call Lodge for meeting cancellations)

A New Year’s Wish for You
Another year of success and happiness has passed.
With every new year, comes greater challenges and obstacles in life.
I wish you courage, hope and faith to overcome all the hurdles you face.
May you have a great new year and a wonderful time ahead.
God bless you.

Save the Dates!
In the Village of North Bend, Ohio, lies the tomb commemorating
President William Henry Harrison.
The Village will celebrate his 245th birthday with a Memorial Walk to his tomb on
February 9, 2018
beginning at 10:45 a.m. at the
North Bend Municipal Building and
ending at Harrison’s Tomb on Cliff Road
A wreath-laying ceremony
and honored speakers will follow.
VFW Post 10380 Color Guard will present a new flag,
donated by the Post, to be flown at the Tomb.
Public is invited to attend.

Annual Four Chaplains Memorial Service
Sunday, February 11, 2018
12:oo p.m.
St. Boniface Church
1750 Chase Avenue / Cincinnati, OH 45223
All families and friends are welcome to
attend this annual observance.
Color Guards from over 20 organizations will participate
in this very moving memorial service.
All faiths welcome.
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Cheviot Nativity Scene
VFW Post 10380 was honored to provide the Color Guard for the opening ceremony of the Cheviot Nativity Scene
again in 2017. Special thanks to the Cheviot Westwood Community Association for sponsoring the Nativity Scene and
to Auto Zone for providing its location at 3916 Harrison Avenue.

Color Guard members:
Dan Wilcox
Tom Schmitz
Mike Donnelly
Bob Abrams
Charlie Wilke
Ed Kramer
Ray Frey
Bill Daniels
Ron Tolmie

Green Township Winterfest

The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care
In the hopes that St. Nicholas
soon would be there
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Post

Green Township Winterfest
Thank you to Green Township and all the sponsoring organizations
for this wonderful evening of fun!
Thank you to Comrade Gary Overbey & his family for organizing the popcorn stations.

We recognize this Elf Shoe!
Bonnie Campbell served up lots of
Christmas cheer along with the popcorn

L-R: Bonnie Campbell, Dennis Campbell,
Bill Soto and Jim Jansen manned the
popcorn station on the lower level

It belongs to Santa’s Helper
Pat Overbey!

Here are three little angels waiting for
Santa, but the one with the mustache looks
be questionable!
“Popcorn Santa”
Gary Overbey
Someone’s dreaming about a career on Santa’s railroad!

Making get-well cards for
Children’s Hospital
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September 7, 2017

Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
VA Unveils Claims Submission Option That Promises to Complete Claims within 30 Days
WASHINGTON — Today, as part of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) continued efforts to improve timeliness of services
for Veterans and their families, VA unveiled the Decision Ready Claims (DRC) initiative, a disability claims submission option with
accredited Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) that promises to deliver faster claims decisions to Veterans and their families.

“The DRC initiative is a collaborative effort between VA and VSOs to help Veterans receive faster decisions on disability claims,”
said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. “VA works closely with participating VSOs to make sure they are properly trained in this
new process and given the tools they need to participate successfully in the program on behalf of the Veterans they serve.”
Veterans who choose to submit their claim under DRC can expect to receive a decision within 30 days from the time VA receives
the claim. VSOs will ensure all supporting evidence — such as medical exams, military service records, etc. — is included with the
claim submission. This advance preparation by the VSOs allows claims to be assigned immediately to claims processors for a quick
decision.
DRC was first implemented May 1, 2017, at the St. Paul (Minn.) Regional Office, and is now available at all VA regional offices.
While DRC is currently limited to claims for increased compensation (commonly known as claims for increase), and requires
Veterans to work with VSOs, VA’s goal is to expand the types of claims accepted under the initiative and allow Veterans other
ways to submit their claim under DRC. DRC is another key step in aggressively modernizing VA’s benefits delivery to Veterans in
a fully digital operating environment. With electronic claims processing as a foundation, VA’s innovation will improve service to
Veterans, their families, and survivors.
Source: https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease

VAntage Point
VA has unveiled our new Decision Ready Claims (DRC) initiative – just the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to delivering faster claims decisions for Veterans.
Veterans who submit their claim under DRC with accredited Veterans service organizations (VSO) can expect to receive a decision
within 30 days from the time VA receives the claim. VSOs will ensure that all supporting evidence (e.g. medical exam, military
service records, etc.) is included with the claim submission. This advance preparation by the VSOs allows claims to be immediately
assigned to claims processors for a quick decision. Processing these claims faster makes a big difference across our entire inventory.
The Veterans Benefits Administration developed DRC as an extension of Fully Developed Claims. It is just one way VA and VSOs
are collaborating to help Veterans receive faster decisions on disability claims. VA works closely with participating VSOs to make
sure their representatives are properly trained in the new process and given the tools they need to successfully participate in the DRC
program on behalf of the Veterans they serve.
DRC was first implemented May 1, 2017, at the St. Paul Regional Office and is now available at all VA regional offices. While
DRC is currently limited to claims for increased compensation (commonly known as claims for increase), VA’s goal is to expand
the types of claims accepted under the initiative. DRC is a promising step toward aggressively overhauling our benefits delivery to
Veterans now that we’re in a fully digital operating environment. With electronic claims processing as our foundation, we have more
innovation in store to continue to improve our service to Veterans, their families and survivors.
To learn if DRC is right for you, please visit www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/DRC.asp.
Source: http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/40978/decision-ready-claims-speeds-up-disability-claims-processing-with-help-fromvsos
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November 29, 2017

Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
VA Announces Rollout and Application Process for New Veterans ID Card
WASHINGTON — Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced that the application process for the
national Veterans Identification Card (VIC) is now available for Veterans — yet another action honoring their service. This has
been mandated through legislation since 2015 to honor Veterans, and today’s rollout of the ID card fulfills that overdue promise.
Only those Veterans with honorable service will be able to apply for the ID card, which will provide proof of military service, and
may be accepted by retailers in lieu of the standard DD-214 form to obtain promotional discounts and other services where offered
to Veterans.
“The new Veterans Identification Card provides a safer and more convenient and efficient way for most Veterans to show proof of
service,” said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. “With the card, Veterans with honorable service to our nation will no longer need
to carry around their paper DD-214s to obtain Veteran discounts and other services.”
The VIC provides a more portable and secure alternative for those who served the minimum obligated time in service, but did not
meet the retirement or medical discharge threshold. Veterans who served in the armed forces, including the reserve
components, and who have a discharge of honorable or general (under honorable conditions) can request a VIC.

To request a VIC, Veterans must visit vets.gov, click on “Apply for Printed Veteran ID Card” on the bottom left of the page and
sign in or create an account. Veterans who apply for a card should receive it within 60 days and can check delivery status of their
cards at vets.gov. A digital version of the VIC will be available online by mid-December.
Source: https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease

November 13, 2017

VA Prioritizes Improving Veterans’ Access to Pro Bono Legal Services
WASHINGTON — Today, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), together with the American Bar Association, The Veterans
Consortium and National Law School Veterans Clinic Consortium, signed a Memorandum of Agreement aimed at improving
Veterans’ access to free legal services.
Veterans often face stressful legal problems — such as eviction, foreclosure, child support, or drivers’ license revocations — that
can affect their ability to gain or maintain employment and housing or focus on medical treatment. In VA’s annual Community
Homelessness Assessment, Local Education and Networking Groups survey, legal assistance repeatedly tops the list of homeless
Veterans’ unmet needs.
“We are encouraging VA Medical Centers and other VA facilities to engage with their local communities to establish legal clinics
and Medical Legal Partnerships to address Veterans’ legal needs that threaten their health and well-being,” said VA Secretary Dr.
David J. Shulkin. “By signing this agreement, we are documenting a shared commitment to better facilitate Veterans’ access to legal
services.”
Currently, VA hosts at least 165 free legal clinics in its VA Medical Centers, Community Based Outpatient Clinics and Vet Centers
across the country by partnering with external, legal-service providers, such as local bar associations, legal-aid organizations and
law school clinics. More information on VA’s coordination of legal services for Veterans at VA facilities may be found at https://
www.va.gov/OGC/LegalServices.asp.
Source: https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease

Jack Snyder
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Did You Know?
VA Study Shows Parasite from Vietnam May be Killing Vets
11/22/17

Veterans returned to the U.S. after fighting in the jungles of Vietnam a half century ago, but hundreds of them
may be dying from a silent bullet — a slow-killing parasite living in the men decades after the war, a new
study revealed.

Liver flukes, parasites that infect a human when raw or undercooked fish is eaten, are being investigated as the cause of a rare bile
duct cancer among veterans who served in the Vietnam War. It could take years for symptoms to show up, but when they do, the
host is left with tremendous pain and given just a few months to live.
The Department of Veterans Affairs this spring commissioned a small pilot study to look into the link between liver flukes and
the cancer. More than 20 percent of the 50 blood samples submitted to the study came back positive or bordering positive for liver
fluke antibodies, said Sung-Tae Hong, the tropical medicine specialist who carried out the tests at Seoul National University in
South Korea.
Gerry Wiggins, who served in Vietnam from 1968 to 1969, agreed to take part in the study even though he didn’t have any symptoms. The 69-year-old said he has already lost friends to the disease. To his surprise, liver fluke antibodies were detected in
him. "I was in a state of shock," he said. "I didn't think it would be me." Further tests showed two cysts on his bile duct that could
develop into cancer known as cholangiocarcinoma. They were removed and Wiggins is doing well.
Everyone who tested positive for the antibodies was notified, Northport VA Medical Center spokesman Christopher Goodman
told the Associated Press. Goodman would not comment on the findings. The parasites infect about 25 million people worldwide,
mostly in Asia. It’s very uncommon among Americans.
The parasites can be killed in infected humans through drugs during the early stages. But they can also live in humans without
treatment for decades because no symptoms show up — much like veterans who fought in the jungles of Vietnam during the war.
Over time, swelling and inflammation of the bile duct can lead to cancer. Jaundice, itchy skin, weight loss
and other symptoms appear only when the disease is in its final stages.
Preserved liver fluke parasites at the Siriraj Hospital in Bangkok, Thailand. (AP)
Mike Baughman, 65, who has bile duct cancer that his doctor said was “more likely than not” caused by
liver flukes, was granted a claim for service-related benefits early this year after being denied three times. Baughman was probably infected when his unit ate uncooked fish in the Vietnam jungle after they ran out of rations. He gets about $3,100
a month
Roger
Sandand
said he's relieved to know his wife will continue to receive benefits after he dies. But he remains angry that other veterans' last
days are consumed by fighting the same government they went to war for as young men.
"In the best of all worlds, if you came down with cholangiocarcinoma, just like Agent Orange, you automatically were in," he
said, referring to benefits granted to veterans exposed to the toxic defoliant sprayed in Vietnam. "You didn't have to go fighting."
"Personally, I got what I needed, but if you look at the bigger picture with all these other veterans, they don't know what necessarily to do," he said. "None of them have even heard of it before. A lot of them give me that blank stare like, 'You've got what?'"
The VA study, along with a call by Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer of New York for broader research into liver flukes
and cancer-stricken veterans, began after The Associated Press raised the issue in a story last year. The reporting found that about
700 veterans with cholangiocarcinoma have been seen by the VA in the past 15 years. Less than half of them submitted claims for
service-related benefits, mostly because they were not aware of a possible connection to Vietnam. The VA rejected 80 percent of
the requests, but decisions often appeared to be haphazard or contradictory, depending on what desks they landed on, the AP
Mike O’Mara
Mike Donnelly
found.

The number of claims submitted reached 60 in 2017, up from 41 last year. Nearly three out of four of those cases were also denied, even though the government posted a warning on its website this year saying veterans who ate raw or undercooked freshwater fish while in Vietnam might be at risk. It stopped short of urging them to get ultrasounds or other tests, saying there was currently no evidence the vets had higher infection rates than the general population.
"We are taking this seriously," said Curt Cashour, a spokesman with the Department of Veterans Affairs. "But until further research, a recommendation cannot be made either way." The A ssociated Press contributed to this report
Tom
Bill Anderson
Daniel
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/health/2017/11/22/va-study-shows-parasite-from-vietnam-may-be-killing-vets.html
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Did You Know?
Public Health
Bile Duct Cancer (Cholangiocarcinoma) and Liver Fluke Infection
Bile duct cancer (cholangiocarcinoma) is a cancer of the biliary duct system, which includes the gallbladder, bile ducts, and certain
cells inside the liver. It is a rare cancer but becomes more common as people grow older.
One risk factor for bile duct cancer is past infection with tiny parasitic worms called liver flukes, which are found
in the fresh waters of Southeast Asia. People can become infected by eating fish that have these parasites. Once
eaten, the liver flukes grow to adulthood inside the human biliary duct system. The irritation and scarring caused
by liver fluke infection can lead to bile duct cancer.
Liver Fluke Photo credit: CDC

Two parasites are commonly involved. One is Opisthorchis verrini, which is found in Southeast Asian countries, including Thailand, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Vietnam, and Cambodia. The other is Clonorchis sinensis, which is common in rural areas
of Korea and China.
Veterans who ate raw or undercooked freshwater fish during their service in Southeast Asia, such as Vietnam War Veterans, might
have been infected. However, currently VA is not aware of any studies that show that bile duct cancer occurs more often in U.S.
Vietnam War Veterans than in other groups of people.

Symptoms of bile duct cancer
Symptoms of bile duct cancer include jaundice (yellowing of the skin and the whites of the eyes), pain in the abdomen, dark urine,
light or ‘clay’ colored stool, fever, itchy skin, nausea and vomiting, and unexplained weight loss. If you are concerned about bile
duct cancer, please talk to your health care provider.

Other risk factors for bile duct cancer are:









Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis
Chronic Ulcerative Colitis
Cysts in the Bile Duct

Cirrhosis of the Liver
Hepatitis B or C Virus
Diabetes
Obesity
Genetic Factors

Tests for bile duct cancer
Your health care provider uses medical history, physical examination, and may employ a variety of blood tests and medical imaging
(Xrays, CT, MRI scans, and/or ultrasound) and consultation with specialists to diagnose bile duct cancer.

Tests for liver fluke infection
Your health care provider can arrange for examination of your stool to check for ongoing liver fluke infection. If the infection occurred years ago, the test may not show the presence of liver flukes. Currently, there is no test of previous (resolved) liver fluke
infection available for clinical use in the United States.

Health concerns?
If you have abdominal complaints and ate raw or undercooked fish in Southeast Asia, you should tell your health care provider.
Contact your health care provider at your local VA Medical Center to get more information about military exposures and health, or
your VA Environmental Health Coordinator to connect you to a health care provider.
Source: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/infectious-diseases/cholangiocarcinoma.asp

Dan Wilcox
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Information Corner
VA Contact Information
Hamilton County Veterans’ Service Office
230 E. 9th Street (9th & Sycamore) Cinti. OH
Room 1100 (1st floor) 513.946.3300
VA Benefits:
800.827.1000
Beneficiaries in receipt of Pension Benefits:
877.294.6380
Debt Management:
800.827.0648

Donors and Sponsors Welcome!
Donations welcome!
Checks payable to:
VFW Post 10380.
Mail to:
PO Box 62
North Bend, OH
45052

We always welcome
new business sponsors
and
individual supporters.
Contact Bob Abrams
513.609.6379 or
Larry Chuma
513.549.9369

Education (GI Bill):
888.442.4551
Health Care Benefits: 877.222.8387
Status of Headstones/Markers:
800.697.6947
Life Insurance:
800.669.8477
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD):
800.829.4833
Special Issues—Gulf War / Agent Orange /
Project Shad / Mustard Agents and Lewisite /
Ionizing Radiation:
800.749.8387

Local Veteran Service Officers

We extend a warm welcome to the following
new members who joined our Post in December.

John Hamen
Nick Sunderhaus
We appreciate you choosing Post 10380 and hope you enjoy yourself.
We welcome your suggestions and encourage you to become actively
involved. Please ask us for help if / when you need it.
If you like us, invite a buddy; if you don't, please tell us why.

To assist you in filing a claim, contact one of the
following Veterans Service Officers directly:

Upcoming 2018
HONOR FLIGHTS

 Jerry Fatora, 513.684.2661—VFW Veteran
Service Office, 36 E. 7th St. Rm. 225 Cincinnati
45202 (Post 10380 Comrade)

 Bill Burgin, 513.946.3300 — Hamilton
County Veteran Service Office, address above

 Mike Burgess, 812.537.8819 — Dearborn
County Veteran Service Office, 215 W. High St.
Rm. 100, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
Veterans may use the services of any office in any
county; you need not be a resident of that county.

November/December Meeting Winners
Attendance: Tom Bolser / J im Cr ane
Split-the-Pot: Bill Ries / J ack Taphor n
$100/$500 Raffle: Bob Abr ams / Matt Schaefer
$50/$100 Raffle: Bar bar a Ramsey / Ron Kelly
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April 17 and May 22 are confirmed dates
August 14, September 18 and October 23 are pending

Comrade Bob Abrams, an Ambassador for Honor Flight Tri-State,
has applications for anyone interested. He will help you complete
your application and deliver it to the appropriate people. He will
also be your contact to help facilitate the applications.
The website below can provide you additional information
www.honorflighttristate.org/applications.php

How Do I Join?

VFW Post 10380 always welcomes
new members.
Contact Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Mike Donnelly 513.675.4249
for eligibility requirements.

To all December &
January Birthdays
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2018 Calendar of Annual Events
January

April
8 Family Kite Fly at
Veterans Park

12 CruiseIn at Christine’s
21 Cars & Courage Car
Show — Diamond
Oaks

July

February

March

9 Harrison’s Tomb
11 Four Chaplains
Memorial Service at
St. Boniface Church

26 Flag Retirement
Ceremony

May

June

10 CruiseIn at Christine’s

4 Memorial Day Golf
Outing at Aston Oaks

26/27 Poppy Days
Fundraiser Dent Kroger
28 Post 10380 Memorial
Day Ceremony
28 Cheviot Memorial
Parade
August

3 Green Township
July 4th Celebration
at Kuliga Park

Illness & Bereavement

14 CruiseIn at Christine’s

September

9 CruiseIn at Christine’s

6 Harvest Home Parade

16 Grill-Out/Post Meeting

13 CruiseIn at Christine’s

12 CruiseIn at Christine’s

25 Green Township Kids’
Fun Day at Veterans
Park

October

November

December

10/11 Post 10380 Veterans
Day Ceremony
4 Cheviot Veterans
Parade
Community Veterans
Day Ceremonies

7 Green Township
Family Winterfest

6 Flag Retirement
Ceremony
Post 10380 Annual
Raffle tickets available

Reminder: Annual Dues

Reminders

2 Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Ceremony
TBA VAMC Chr istmas
T-Shirt Distribution

Monthly: 2nd Thur sday, 5:30 pm—Cruise-In at Christine’s, April through September
3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm—Post 10380 Meeting at Nathanael Greene Lodge

Comrades, if you or your spouse are
admitted to a Cincinnati area hospital,
please contact:
Ben Staubach 513.941.6868 or
Al Vetter 513.668.0813

Funeral Service
If you would like our Post
Honor Guard to conduct a
VFW ceremony at a
funeral service, please
contact Bob Abrams
513.609.6379

Newsletter You can also view it in
color on our website
www.vfw10380.org

For additional information on
services or programs, or
to be added to or
removed from this mailing,
contact Mike Donnelly
513.675.4249 or
email to vfwpost10380 @gmail.com

Post 10380 Officers
Commander:
Mike Donnelly
Senior Vice-Commander
Dan Wilcox
Junior Vice-Commander
Donnie Becker
Quartermaster
Tom Schmitz
Adjutant
Charlie Wilke
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Judge Advocate
Don Willwerth
Chaplain
Bob Abrams
Surgeon
Jim Jansen
Officer of the Day
Ron Kelly
Guard
Bill Soto
Membership
Ben Staubach

Service Officer
Peter Rebold
Trustee 1 Year
Roger Sand
Trustee 2 Year
Larry Chuma
Trustee 3 Year
Jim Stangetti
Illness & Bereavement
Ben Staubach
Al Vetter
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CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

As the oldest branch of the U.S.
Military, the Army protects the security of the United States and its resources.

The Navy defends the right to travel and
trade freely on the world’s oceans and
protects national interests overseas.

The Marine Corps is often first on the
ground in combat situations.

The U. S. Air Force protects American interests at home and abroad with
a focus on air power.

The Coast Guard protects America’s waterways and
deploys with the Navy during wartime.

www.vfw10380.org

